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MAY DAY by the editor 


Waar 1s May Day? 


For many Western European countries, for Eng- 
land and North America, it is a spring festival. 
Perhaps May Day started with the tree worship of 
ancient Druids. But that’s in the past—today it’s a 
happy, carefree day celebrated by dancing, gather- 
ing spring flowers, choosing a Queen of the May, 
skipping around a Maypole. Ribbons, pastel colors, 
bright skies, trees in blossom. That’s May Day. 


Wuat 1s May Day? 

For many Eastern European countries, for Russia 
and for various other nations throughout the world, 
it is a day for working people to show their strength 
and unity. May Day started in 1887, when the So- 
cialist parties chose May first as their day to cele- 
brate. But that’s in the past—today it’s a resound- 
ing declaration of world-wide Communism’s power, 
celebrated by endless parades through Moscow’s 
Red Square, by tanks and missiles and marching, 
_ by demonstrations in neutral and non-Communist 
countries. Lenin’s tomb, red banners, gray skies, 
tramping feet. That’s May Day. 


* * * 
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DAINTY RIBBONS or screaming banners, Maypoles or 
missiles, pastels or bloody red, Queen of the May 
or Lenin’s embalmed body: those are the choices. 


' And nations are choosing, especially those that are 


just a-borning. 

Karl Marx wrote admiringly of the 18th century 
American War of Independence, which “sounded 
the tocsin for the European middle class,” and the 
19th century American Civil War, which “sounded 
it for the European working class” (Preface to Das 
Kapital). 

But today we’re in the end of the 20th century, 
and the bells that ring in Africa and India and 
Latin America are those of the Russian Revolution, 
not those earlier ones of American struggles for 
freedom. 

If we’re realistic, we must admit that our War of 
Independence inspires new nations in 1960 scarcely 
more than a millionaire’s boast of how he earned 
his first dollar inspires a young man struggling to 
make ends meet and feed several children. 

And our American Civil War bells are also si- 
lenced, not merely by time, but by the jarring dis- 
cord of continuing social, economic and political dis- 
advantage under which we hold American Negroes. 





Who hears the century-old tocsin against the din 
of filibuster in the United States Senate, the silence 
of closed lunch counters, the thud of a Negro’s head 
as he is dragged down jail steps to private execu- 
tion instead of being tried according to due process 
of law? Who listens — would you, if you were 
African or Indian? 

But the American Negro is only one example. 

Have you noticed today’s prevailing winds of 
immorality and unethical conduct throughout our 
American culture? Entertainment has its TV scan- 
dals, its new “adult” films (with incest and homo- 
sexuality the themes of recent movies, according to 
LIFE Magazine), its rash of obscene books and 
magazines. Politics has its lies—nothing new, ex- 
cept that men in high office today so frequently 
deny statements which they clearly made. (Do you 
accept at face value many statements by national 
leaders?) Business has its call girls for influencing 
purchasing agents, labor its welfare fund scandals, 
education its ghost-written doctoral theses. 

According to United States Public Health statis- 
tics, the ratio of illegitimate births in the United 
States now stands at 47 births per thousand, a total 
of 201,700 illegitimate births in 1957 (compared 
with 89,500 in 1940). And experts agree that offi- 
cial figures are low. 

“The box score is the thing,” writes Norman 
Cousins in a Saturday Review editorial. “The na- 
tional ego seems to be becoming more important 
than the national conscience. There is more talk 
about ‘posture’ than about purpose. We seem more 
concerned about giving a good account of ourselves 
in a nuclear war than about giving a good account 
of ourselves to the next generation.” 

Why should we expect the new nations to follow 
us along the path of freedom and morality? 


But surely the tocsin of the Christian gospel con- 
tinues to stir men for freedom and morality. 

Let’s not kid ourselves. 

There was a time when the poor and downtrodden 
of earth found their great hope in Christianity. But 
that time is past. Throughout the world, with rare 
exceptions, today’s Christian movement is consid- 
ered an “established” church, with vested interests 
which are dependent upon maintaining the status 
quo. 

Organized Christianity (including most of our 
evangelical movements) is as far from the simplicity 
and explosive challenge of 1st century Christianity 


as modern America is distant from the War of In. 
dependence. We are not merely a millionaire na. 
tion; we are a millionaire church. And millionaires 
seldom lead revolutions. 

Where is the traditional Christian passion for 
freedom (let alone morality) in our attitude toward 
the American Negro? 

If Roman Catholics were in control of a state, and 
prevented Protestants from voting, how great would 
be our protest. If Roman Catholics controlled the 
educational system in a city and by mob action pre. 
vented Protestant children from attending tax-sup. 
ported schools of a high academic level, how great 
would be our protest. If state law forbade the mar. 
riage of a Catholic and a Protestant, if lunch coun. 
ters and rest rooms were exclusively reserved for 
Roman Catholics, if juries before which a Protestant 
was to be tried were made up completely of Roman 
Catholics, if a Protestant were dragged from an 
American jail and executed by a mob of Roman 
Catholics for a crime of which he was still legally 
assumed to be innocent: how great would be our 
protest. 

Freedom invoked only for self-protection is not 
freedom. And morality expressed only in issues of 
self-interest is immoral. 

“True godliness,” according to William Penn, 
“does not turn men out of the world, but enables 
them to live better in it, and excites their endeavors 
to mend it; not to hide their candle under a bushel, 
but to set it upon a table in a candlestick. The 
Christian does not leave the world behind him to be 
lost.” 

How may we mend the world? (By “we” I refer 
to men and women alive through Christ.) By being 
completely truthful in a culture of lies, by being 
completely pure in a culture of animal lust, by being 
completely unselfish in a culture of me-first, by be- 
ing completely Christian in a culture dominated by 
the enemy of our souls. 

Is that all? 

No, it’s only the first step. But it’s a necessary 
one, for Christian character precedes Christian 
action. 

* * * 
Wuat 1s May Day? 

For the whole world it is a prime signal of dis 
tress on radio-telephone equipment. It is the voice 
equivalent of the code s 0 s. The brief cry “May 
Day” means “Help, we perish. Disaster is upon us.” 

And it is. END 
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DIVINE 
DISTURBANCE 


Waar Is 1T, that surge .which — hideously 
screeching — forces out through sullen air a tiny 
metal fragment, a satellite, a thimbleful of quivering 
electronic tricks to whisper back the secrets of solar 
space? What hidden act flings out a rocket to the 
sun? 

And where you saw a tree; why did that rock 
divide for tender roots? What inner motive thrust 
aside part from part so tree could stand between? 

When you flew across the tapestry of fields and 
woods, lanes and towns, on and on: how came this 
pattern on the wilderness? Why field on field, mile 
on mile of cleared, furrowed, planted, harvested, 
tended land? 

What is it? Why lonely vigil in a laboratory, 





NIKOLAI LENIN 
THE LEADER of the Russian Revolution is de- 
scribed in this way by biographer Harold Laski: 

A man wholly devoid of personal ambition. 

Supreme ability to work with various types of 
men. 

Complete devotion to the cause. 

Singleness of mind. 

A sense of the movement of mind in ordinary 
people. 

Ability to blend theory and practice into co- 
herent and decisive policy. 


why endless jogging on an endless oval track? 

What sends a foreigner to cannibals? Why a 
knock on a neighbor’s door? 

If words burn you, don’t touch these. 

Power in you is what you need. Not combustion 
of liquid oxygen breaking a rocket free of earth, but 
power of inner liberation, igniting of the heart. 
To spurn the whole turning world of mediocrity, 
money, pride, indifference, self-pity. To see the vast 
thin surfaces which pass for life. To move free, 
without the friction of clinging things. A power 
which deliberately rends the barrier through 
because it intends an object — to live, and not to 
yield to inert static stone, to silent boredom or 
despair. 

You need a power which drives through, which 
holds control, which spreads wide, then concen- 
trates hard — power of restraint and of thorough 
release. 

But you need more. 

More besides drive, motive. A gyroscope, a 
course, a goal, a reason. “Who cares?” or “I care”? 
“Why bother?” or “Why quit?” You need, not just 
a reason, but a compelling reason. What’s yours? 
Will you stop reading a minute, and think? 

“Every advantage that I had gained I considered 
lost for Christ’s sake. Yes, and I look upon every- 
thing as loss compared with the overwhelming gain 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I 
did in actual fact suffer the loss of everything, but 


I considered it useless rubbish compared with being 
able to win Christ. 


“For now my place is in Him, and I am not 
dependent upon any of the self-achieved righteous. 
ness of the Law. God has given me that genuine 
righteousness which comes from faith in Christ. 


“How changed are my ambitions! Now I long to 
know Christ and the power shown by His Resurrec. 
tion: now I long to share His sufferings, even to die 
as He died, so that I may perhaps attain, as He did, 
the resurrection from the dead. 

“Yet, my brothers, I do not consider myself to 
have ‘arrived,’ spiritually, nor do I consider myself 
already perfect. But I keep going on, grasping ever 
more firmly that purpose for which Christ grasped 
me. 

“My brothers, I do not consider myself to have 
grasped it even now. But I do concentrate on this: 
I leave the past behind and with hands outstretched 
to whatever lies ahead I go straight for the goal— 
my reward the honor of being called by God in 
Christ” (Philippians 3:7-14, Phillips’ paraphrase), 

Anyone can ride a sled downhill; anyone can 
listen to a gifted speaker; anyone can cheer the win- 
ning team. 

That’s why prayer meetings are so crowded and 
you can never get anyone to Halloween parties, 
That’s why everyone is so friendly to foreign stu- 
dents on your campus and no one ever has time to 
get into bull sessions with his own American friends, 
That’s why Christian students are neglecting their 
social life and bringing all their many friends to 
conferences. 

I ask you to stop and look around the world. Who 
has power? Who has a clear goal? Who has relent- 
less dedication? The trends are very strong. But 
the future is being molded today. The final issues 
are still ahead at our outstretched fingertips. “He 
that is with us is greater than he that is with them.” 

Then what do I do—coast, applaud, relax? 

Only if you are saying to your neighbor, “You 
may go to hell.” You are powerless to stop him. 

Read Matthew 25. 

Grace is desperately needed. END 
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how I became a Christian 


MARK O. HATFIELD, Governor of Oregon 


a FROM A HOME of strong religious and 
political convictions, even as a child I was aware 
of the need for integrity in government. 

My family’s interest in the affairs of both church 
and state aroused a similar interest in me. I came 
to share not only their abhorrence of corruption in 
government but also their respect and admiration 
for those men in government who upheld the most 
noble precepts of our nation. My childhood heroes 
included nearly as many political figures as cowboys 
and athletes. 

I'll never forget the time one of these heroes vis- 
ited Salem [Oregon]. Our school band welcomed 
him at the capitol where he was to give a speech. 
After the program he shook hands with each band 
member and thanked us for playing. This greatly 
impressed us, but we were really thrilled when we 
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each later received a thank-you letter from Wash- 
ington, D. C. I framed mine and placed it among 
my most prized possessions. 

Through the influence of such men and the en- 
couragement of my parents, I seriously began to con- 
sider a political career. Through reading I acquaint- 
ed myself with great leaders of the past and present 
and tried to discover the secrets of their success. I 
discovered that the most effective leaders were those 
who dedicated themselves to the highest ideals and 
who worked unceasingly to realize them. From the 
enthusiasm of Jefferson to the dedication of Lincoln, 
there was a contagious spirit about these men and I 
soon found myself dreaming of how I might best 
serve my country. 

This boyhood dream later developed into an ear- 
nest desire to become a politician, and all my edu- 





cation was directed to that end. I became more prac- 
tical as the years passed and began adopting certain 
rules for political success. For instance, from the 
1948 national election I learned that overconfidence 
could be deadly and decided then and there never 
to take an election for granted; to present my case 
to the people rather than to the politicians; and to 
speak to any audience, no matter how small. 

An opportunity to apply these rules came in 1949 
when I accepted a teaching position in the political 
science department at Willamette University. My 
campus activities involved me in many issues related 
to state government and I soon found myself nomi- 
nated for the state legislature. After winning the 
election and serving two terms in the lower house, 
I went on to the State Senate. In the meantime, I 
was appointed Dean of Students at the University. 

All these honors were highly encouraging to me 
as an aspiring young politician. But with these out- 
ward advancements came a disturbing inner aware- 
ness of my inadequacy in the area of spiritual life. 

One of my major duties as Dean of Students was 
to counsel college men who sought advice about aca- 
demic or personal problems. The responsibility of 
this was overwhelming. I often felt that the spiritual 
problems they presented to me were not completely 
answered in my own life and that I had no right to 
counsel others on matters which I had not worked 
out personally. This fact affected not only my posi- 
tion as Dean of Students, but my entire career. If I 
could offer little spiritual help to individuals, what 
did I have to offer the state or the nation or the 
world? 

Not only did I wonder about my personal inade- 
quacies, but I also began to think about my purpose 
in life and my motive for living. This resulted pri- 
marily from my contact with a group of students 
who had asked me to serve as adviser to a Bible 
study group. These students, many of whom became 
my very close friends, by their lives and by the goals 
for which they were striving, brought to mind some 
of the things I had heard in church about what Jesus 
Christ wanted of us. 

When I compared my self-made ideals with 
Christ’s ideals, I found certain conflicts. It seemed 
as if my purpose was self-centered while the purpose 
of the students might best be expressed in the words 
- of the Apostle Paul: “For we preach not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your ser- 
vants for Jesus’ sake” (II Corinthians 4:5). 

These students’ purpose was to live completely 
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for Jesus Christ. Their motivation was love for the 
Son of God. Their enthusiasm for the Bible was not 
just academic or scholarly enthusiasm, but a sincere 
desire to know the Hero of the Bible in a more inti. 
mate way. This was a challenge to me. 

As I have said, this idea was not completely new 
to me, since I had always been a church member, 
attending regularly and giving financial aid. This 
relationship did not satisfy me, but I gave it little 
thought because of the press of business. 

But now, as I saw the impact Christ had made on 
the lives of these students, I had to reevaluate my 
conception of Christianity. Through them and 
through many outstanding Christian leaders whom 
they invited to speak on the campus, I discovered 
that Christianity is not a relationship to an organ. 
ization—the church—but a relationship to Christ. 

After this I began to read the Bible in the eve. 
nings to see if I could find some of the answers for 
which I was looking. More and more as the great 
gospel message began to make sense, I discovered 
what every man can discover if he will only look. 
All we need to do is put our faith in Christ. “But 
as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:12). 

I saw that for 31 years I had lived for myself, 
and I decided I wanted to live the rest of my life 
only for Jesus Christ. I asked God to forgive my 
self-centered life and to make my life His own. | 
was again assured by the words of St. Paul that “If 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new” (II Corinthians 5:17). 

Following Jesus Christ has been an experience of 
increasing challenge, adventure and happiness, 
How true His words are: “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10). 

It is not to a life of ease and mediocrity that 
Christ calls us, but to the disciple-like, Christ- 
empowered life. No matter what field we are in, 
we are called to give our complete allegiance to Him. 
No cause, noble as it may seem, can be satisfying 
or purposeful without the direction of Christ. 

I can say with all sincerity that living a com- 
mitted Christian life is truly satisfying because it 
has given me true purpose and direction by serving 
not myself, but Jesus Christ. END 

Available in tract form from American Tract Society. 

Reprinted by permission. 
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supper alone 


I. WAS SUPPER TIME at a large Midwestern univer- 
sity, or a State college on the West Coast, or a com- 
muting school in the East. I’m not sure where it 


was, but it was time to eat. 

George, a junior in engineering, was sitting at 
a table in the Union cafeteria. It wasn’t the usual 
thing for George to be eating alone, because usually 
he ate with some of his fraternity brothers. But for 
some reason or other, none of his buddies seemed 
to be around tonight. Come to think of it, it was a 
bit later than usual. His watch must have been run- 
ning slow. 

Since the gang wasn’t around, George was feeling 
a little lonely, the kind of loneliness you feel in a 
crowd. He wished somebody would put some money 
in the juke box to pep up the place a little, but 
since the box was across the room he didn’t think 
it was worth the walk. Nor the dime. Sounded sort 
of quiet not to have music when you ate, when you 
ate alone, that is. When you were alone and there 
wasn’t anything much to watch or to hear, you start 
thinking about a lot of things. Not that thinking’s 
bad, but—well, you mustn’t get too serious. 

Munching on a piece of roll, George got to won- 
dering about the rest of the fellows and girls that 
he went around with. They never seemed to think 
very seriously about such things as what life was all 
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about. But these things really bothered George. 

That is, when he thought about them, they did. 

He would think about them more often if he were 
alone, without the juke box playing and no one he 
knew to talk to. But those occasions were few. 
Thank God for that, because it was kind of scary 
thinking this way. And wondering. 

What happens after you graduate? So you get a 
good engineering job and marry your ideal and 
have a family of five kids. But so what. 

George began to wish, as he’d wished before, that 
he hadn’t gone to that church last August where the 
minister talked so much about knowing God and 
Jesus Christ. He couldn’t dismiss these thoughts so 
easily since he’d gone there. 

Oh well, I'll feel better when I see the boys 
tonight, he mused. He figured they were over at 
the hut. So he hastily finished the last sip of coffee 
and got up. As he did, he noticed the student across 
the cafeteria table. Actually he needn’t have felt so 
lonely since that guy over there would probably 
have been interesting to talk to. 

But the fellow across the table was lost in his 
thoughts, too. He was thinking about the terrific 
missionary speaker they'd had at Inter-Varsity that 
afternoon. And thinking that someday, maybe, he’d 
like to go to Africa and win souls for Christ. END 


7 





‘A 

LL GROWS WILDER and wilder. In such a mon- 
strous tempest we need skillful pilots. Never since 
the world began was so wild an age as ours, every- 
where smoke and steam. One would think six-hun- 
dred Furies had broken loose from hell.” 

So said Erasmus long ago. And so say we. 

We need not use much ink reiterating the vast 
changes to which the more populous parts of the 
mission field are being subjected. Old religions ride 
the backs of new nationalisms. Clamorous countries 
press to the birth ahead of the midwife, cursing 
their mothers for a wretched inheritance and a per- 
versely prolonged pregnancy. Soaring populations 
threaten every plate, shrinking the significance of 
the individual. Most of the earth’s forgotten spots 


are suddenly catalysts with power to turn the cold 
war hot. Whole nations go down in the raging ideo- 
logical seas. 

A man squatting uncomfortably at his post in a 
fox-hole under a palm tree and a tropical sun must 
be gravely handicapped in offering advice on over- 
all missionary strategy. In this sense the paragraphs 
that follow will inevitably reveal both prejudice and 
ignorance—yet the fox-hole has its advantages too. 

A recent writer has suggested that “The day for 
the stereotyped mission approach of the official mis- 
sionary, while not finished, is rapidly passing, but 
the day of opportunity for the man who knows 
Christ as his personal Savior, and is willing to wit 
ness, is wide open . . . Let us remember that the 
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artificial definition of a missionary is fast disap- 
pearing, for we are all ambassadors for Christ.” 

Seen from at least one fox-hole this is misleading. 
I squint down my sights and | still don’t believe it. 
Of course I admit again to being prejudiced by my 
environment, to which J must now allude. 

I am writing from the province of East Java in 
newly-independent, fast-changing Indonesia. There 
are eighteen million souls in East Java alone: Mos- 
lem Javanese, Moslem Madurese, Buddhist and athe- 
ist Chinese. In this large, uniformly overcrowded 
area I have in various places seen missionaries of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, the Southern Baptist 
Mission, the Worldwide Evangelization Crusade, the 
Salvation Army, the Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
of the China Inland Mission (of which I am a mem- 
ber), and of Pentecostal agencies. But with one 
single exception I am not aware of anybody who has 
made a noticeable contribution to the spread of the 
gospel among Javanese, Madurese or Chinese except 
those who fall under “the artificial definition of a 
missionary.” 

The one exception is an 1vF doctor from Australia 
who loaned himself to the Indonesian government. 
Having planted himself and his large family in the 
Moslem world, this doctor proceeded by the genu- 
ineness of his faith in Christ, the transparent good- 
ness of his character, his passion for righteousness, 
his diligent teaching and his exemplification of a 
happy Christian home, to lead many to Christ and 
to leave behind a deep and delightful impression in 
the hearts of all who knew him (except a few who 
resented his disapproval of sin). 

A new Christian church of fifty souls is the most 
tangible evidence of the power of the gospel which 
he bequeathed to Java after only three years here. 
Now he has left (although missionaries tend to 
remain), yet what he achieved shows how much can 
be done by “the man who knows Christ as his per- 
sonal Savior and is willing to witness.” Grateful as 
1 am for the Christian faith of successive British 
and American consuls (all Anglicans), I still see a 
great unfilled gap here for non-professional mission- 
ary work by prepared Christian men. 

Without wishing to make optimistic prognostica- 
tions or claiming any detailed insights about the 
future, I see no indications that the role of the mis- 
sionary is about to disappear, nor am I aware that 
an alternative force has any chance of getting into 
position to take over his duties if it does. Even some 
Dutch missionaries are being retained and re-spon- 
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sored by Javanese churches, because they are irre- 
placeable. 

My own experience has been limited to China, 
Malaya and Indonesia, but I am bound to observe 
that in all three cases it has been the orthodox mis- 
sionary living among the people, largely divorced 
from European community life, speaking the local 
languages and understanding the people through 
long years of residence, who has laid the founda- 
tions of the church and nourished it up to the pres- 
ent. The contribution of other Christians, however 
faithful, has (with rarest exceptions) been second- 
ary and peripheral. 

In my judgment the remarkably successful non- 
missionary ministry of the 1vF doctor whom I’ve 
mentioned was due not only to his glowing Christian 
character but also to the fact that his circumstances 
were virtually identical with those of the orthodox 
missionary. He was in fact a full-time missionary 
in all but the source of his salary. 

I think we can learn much from what has 
happened in China. If the thing we least hope for 
occurs in any part of the mission field, it is not only 
the professional missionary who is ejected. It is 
unlikely that any effective, sustained Christian work 
can be done among the nationals of such a country 
by any foreigner. When the exodus of missionaries 
took place in China, who remained to witness for 
Christ? The entire responsibility for Christian 
service devolved upon Chinese believers and Chinese 
churches. Every enterprise which depended upon 
foreign finance and initiative perished, or was trans- 
formed to non-Christian purposes. 

The most profitable angle from which to approach 
the problem of missionary work in the age of the 
Furies is therefore to ask ourselves, How can we 
best strengthen the existing church in any given 
country so that the church will survive and witness 
for Christ whatever may happen? Let me suggest 
a few ways in which this has been and can still be 
done. 

(1) By prayer. Most certainly, but not by prayer 
alone (Acts 6:4). For mightily though Paul magni- 
fied and exemplified the power of prayer, he yet 
placed it some distance behind truth, righteousness 
and the gospel of peace when he came to enumerate 
the whole armor of God. For the young and able- 
bodied, at least, prayer is but one of our weapons. 
In the modern rediscovery and organization of inter- 
cessory prayer perhaps lies a danger lest it become 
a substitute for action and for obedience. 





(2) By providing scholarships for promising 
national Christians to come and train for Christian 
work in our countries. As long as they do not get 
denationalized and estranged from their own people 
in the process, or become hunters of degrees and 
demanders of high salaries, and provided they do 
not succumb to the temptation to escape altogether 
from the political uncertainties of their native lands 
and emigrate to ours. These are not imaginary dan- 
gers. 

(3) By winning students to Christ from mission 
field lands who are temporarily resident in our coun- 
tries. It is hard to think up any objection to this 
splendid line of attack. Some years ago a nominally 
Christian Javanese lady was welcomed into an Eng- 
lish home and thereby received such a new under- 
standing of the gospel that she now spends herself 
for Christ in her own land and has already facili- 
tated the entry of a number of missionaries. Some- 
one at home did a first-class piece of work there. 

(4) By subsidizing Christian literature. There 
is much to be said for this, provided the literature 
is produced inside the country for which it is des- 
tined and is described by the agents to those to 
whom it is sent. My shelves are cluttered at this 
moment with thousands of unsuitable tracts dumped 
on me through the mails by well-meaning Christians 
in other lands. One consignment eventually had to 
be destroyed because the wrapper was lost and 
nobody had any idea what language the tracts were 
written in. At the same time the beautifully printed 
Javanese Bibles and New Testaments which we sell 
at low prices must be subsidized by somebody some- 
where. 

(5) By running large pastors’ conferences in mis- 
sion field countries. This, in theory, is a good idea, 
though the only one I have attended appears to have 
had little lasting effect. This, in my opinion, was 
for three reasons: because of being held in one of 
the most luxurious hotels in the country; because of 
constant photography and filming during the ses- 
sions, thus sacrificing a proper spirit at the time to 
the requirements of the sponsors at home; and 
because of ignorance of local mentality and condi- 
tions on the part of the visiting speakers, which 
partly dulled their messages. 

(6) By sending Dr. Billy Graham. But it is not 
so certain that the results would be as good as they 
have been elsewhere. A lot of people and churches 
need to be in readiness to follow up such famous 
attacks if their impact is to be lasting. And Dr. 


Graham cannot help being unconditioned to face 
oriental audiences. I have just revised every line 
of the Indonesian manuscript of his Peace with God 
prior to its publication. One rejoices wholeheart. 
edly in its becoming available, yet certain para. 
graphs could not be translated in any way, while 
the point of many sentences and illustrations was 
blunted by the vast difference in living conditions 
between the United States and Java. These malad. 
justments could hardly be altogether excluded from 
the platform. 

(7) By sending financial support to indigenous 
churches. Yet it is very hard to manage this suc. 
cessfully. The more it is done the less indigenous 
the churches become. This encourages the diehard 
conviction that Christianity is the Western man’s 
religion. It radically discourages sacrificial living 
and giving within the churches themselves. I was 
recently in an area where church membership num. 
bers 35,000 and was told that there were no funds 
for evangelism, the implication being that perhaps 
I would like to provide them. I pointed out that if 
each church member gave one rupiah (about three 
cents) a year for evangelism they would have 35,000 
rupiahs (about $1,050) for this purpose. My sugges- 
tion caused a great deal of mirth, since one rupiah 
would be a very stingy contribution. 

As long as foreigners governed oriental nations 
it was easy to feel that they were incapable of self. 
government. As long as foreign Christians support 
oriental churches it is easy—and true—to say that 
they are incapable of self-support. And the same 
applies to financial aid given to indigenous mission. 
ary societies, whose means should come from their 
own churches if they are to deserve the name indi- 
genous. 

(8) By sending long-term, trained, resident mis- 
sionaries as servants of the churches and as pioneers 
in the many overlooked parts of the earth where 
there is still need for those who are prepared to 
endure hardness and initiate new work. In both 
these capacities there remains much scope in spite 
of the changing face of the world. In some respects 
the task is easier than it used to be. Much experi- 
ence has been accumulated; life and transport tend 
everywhere to conform to the same pattern; Bibles, 
hymnbooks and other indispensable tools are often 
available; and in almost all of the more populous 
areas there already exists a Christian church. But it 
is hard to see how anyone but the full-time worker 
can surmount the ramparts of time, geography, lan- 
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guages, and an alien mentality and culture. 

The new method thus turns out to be like the old 
one. I write not in the least to discourage or despise 
those who serve the Lord as did Aquila, Philemon, 
Lydia, Stephanas and millions like them. But I do 
suggest that in a valid sense their labors may be 
called secondary to those of Paul, Barnabas, Tim- 
othy, Titus and their counterparts through the ages: 
Augustine, Luther, Wesley, Simeon, Adoniram Jud- 
son, Hudson Taylor, and all. 

The full-time ministry can undoubtedly ie over- 
magnified with distressing results, but it would also 
be an error to underestimate it. While heartily 
agreeing that the “stereotyped mission approach” 
must be modified by great flexibility in attack, I 
regret the suggestion that there is not much future 
for full-time missionary work, since this must 
discourage Christian students and graduates from 
investing their lives in it. 

An influential Javanese Christian suddenly asked 
me to come aside for a moment. “Please sit down,” 
he said in an embarrassed way. “These are difficult 
days. I just want to say one thing to you. Whatever 
you hear, whatever criticisms, just go right on with 
the work of the Lord. Don’t stop.” 

And yet another method of evangelism is open to 
us in certain areas of the world, though not in all 
those which we normally think of as the mission 
field. It is one so foreign to our present lines of 
thought that no one would be likely to notice its 
omission here. 

(9) By emigration. This has been one of the most 
effective methods the Church has employed. A 
recent writer (Mr. C. A. F. Warner in The Chris- 
tian Graduate) rather surprisingly called the Refor- 
mation. “an incomplete answer to the distortions of 
medievalism” on the grounds of two “serious 
defects,” one of which was that “It had little mis- 
sionary consciousness.” But is it really true, as is so 
often stated, that the Reformation was deficient in 
missionary zeal? 

Apart from immense preoccupations on the home 
front (admitted by Mr. Warner), did not our Prot- 
estant predecessors achieve by the method of emi- 
gration a missionary advance hardly equaled by 
later organization of missionary societies? The 
period in which they are generally felt to have 
neglected their missionary obligations ranges for 
roughly three hundred years from the explosion of 
Brother Martin. Yet this was the great era of explo- 
ration and emigration in America, Canada, Austra- 
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lia and New Zealand, all of which have long been 
part of the “home base,” pouring missionaries into 
other countries. Dare we accuse those churches of 
neglect of the missionary commission when they sent 
so many of their sons and daughters to these new 
lands which have proved the key to much subse- 
quent advance? 

Unless a rigid adherence to disputable propheti- 
cal detail is once more to cut the nerve of mission- 
ary enterprise, ought we not to consider using their 
methods again? Others have done so in our time. 
Chinese Turkestan, most gallantly assaulted by tiny 
bands of missionaries with meager results, was pro- 
vided with churches through emigration from China 
and Russia. Sixty years ago eight Javanese Chris- 
tians trekked through the wild mountainous jungle 
barring off their Indian Ocean beaches and estab- 
lished a Christian village by the sea. There are 
5,000 Christians there now. Others did likewise at 
about the same time and thus arose a church of 
100,000 persons out of a wholly Moslem people, an 
achievement unparalleled in Christian history since 
622 A.D. And now from the same communities 
Javanese Christians are emigrating to South Borneo 
and ‘South Sumatra to repeat the process. 

Great Britain must be about as overpopulated as 
Java. Perhaps the immense inspiration of a Chris- 
tian pilgrim ship would not only lead to new 
advance with the gospel but also help to solve cer- 
tain problems not normally regarded as the proper 
province of our Fellowship. END 
Reprinted by permission from the (British) CHrisTIAN 
GRADUATE. 


NATIONAL FACULTY CONFERENCE 


Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship announces a 
national faculty conference to be held August 
29-31 at U. of Wisconsin, Madison. Speakers in- 
clude Dr. W. Melville Capper, Bristol U. Medical 
School, England, and the Rev. Harold N. Eng- 
lund, Reformed Church in America, Michigan. 
General sessions will deal with the faculty mem- 
ber’s opportunities and responsibilities as a Chris- 
tian in the university community. Specialized 
discussion groups, Bible messages, and opportuni- 
ties for worship and fellowship will round out the 
program. Housing and meals will be in univer- 
sity facilities. Inter-Varsity staff members will 
participate. Wives and children of faculty mem- 
bers are welcome. Folders with complete details 
are available from Mr. Charles E. Hummel, 1519 
North Astor, Chicago 10. 





Street 
and 
the 
battle 


Arthur F. Glasser 


tei Drive. Northeast Philadelphia. Sunday 
morning, the opening day of a missionary confer- 
ence. 

I had visited the congregation once before. It 
had been small then and we had hardly filled the 
Boy Scout room of the community hall they were 
renting. But that was several years ago. Wonder 
if they’re still in the same place. 

Crispin. Strange name for a street. Wonder what 
changes the years have brought. Thank God they 
still have d’Andre as their pastor. He means busi- 
ness with God. Remarkable indifference to public 
opinion. 

But what’s happening to Crispin Drive? It stops 
and goes. This is the second detour. “Crispin, 
Crispian.” That sounds familiar. Of course. That’s 
what he said the morning of the battle. His “ruined 
band.” The dreadful host that “enrounded” them. 
What did he say in that terrific speech? “This day 
is called the feast of Crispian.” Those British were 
tough. Wood against steel, but even so they won. 

Here’s the same Community Hall. They haven't 
moved. So this is 8724 Crispin Drive. 

Once again I was in the midst of that hearty 
congregation. There were new faces, new accounts 
of the grace of God. And the pastor now had a 
lovely wife. 

After the two morning services he drew me aside. 
“The speaker for the young people’s meeting has 
called in that he can’t make it tonight. Would you 
take his place?” 

A pause. “This will be a missionary meeting 
too? Mind if I drag Shakespeare along?” 

“Shakespeare and missions? Sure bring him 
along. You seem to want to tie everybody to mis- 
sions!” 

The young people’s meeting had that common 
failing of those in small churches. Too many older 
folks. But all listened to the Word of God. 

The purpose of God. Today. What is on His 
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heart? What is the central movement of His Son? 
Is He not going to the nations of earth to take out 
of them a people for His Name? Going outward 
and onward in the lives of those who have come 
under the constraint of His love. Their feet His 
feet. Their lips His lips. Christ their joy, strength, 
courage in witness, their fire, their glow. Christ 
ever pressing the advance until the last city, the 
last tribe, the last village is reached. Such a cru- 
sade! He has a place for each one of His children 
in His vast program of world-wide witness. And the 
end is in sight. He wants to close the campaign. 
Our task: the evangelization of the world in this 
generation. 

Young people. Review your circumstances. Why 
are you living at this hour in history? Why has the 
Lord brought you to Himself while you are young? 
Why the advantages of this church, this training? 
Presume on the grace of God. Don’t be passive. 
Don’t seek mere willingness of heart to preach 
Christ where He has not yet been named. What 
value is there in being willing to go? Be venture- 
some. Be eager. Covet apostleship., Press forward 
into His presence, tell Him of your desire to serve 
on the front lines for His sake. Embrace the will 
of God for your life. Plead for the privilege of this 
service with Him. 

This Community Hall is on Crispin Drive. 

Say, who was Crispin? (Silence) Did you ever 
hear of St. Crispin? Of the feast of St. Crispin? 

What was England’s greatest military victory? 
It was achieved on that day. Let me close my mes- 
sage with the story. 

October, 1415. Henry V, the great though youth- 
ful warrior king of Britain finds himself sur- 
rounded by a mighty French host. They outnumber 
him five to one. His men, few and weak, 


Like sacrifices by their watchful fires 
Sit patiently, and inly ruminate 
The morning’s danger. 
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Measuring the pressure of the fearful odds against 
him, Henry strengthens himself and his men by 
fervent prayer: 


“O God of battles, steel my soldiers’ hearts, 
Possess them not with fear! Take from them now 
The sense of reckoning, if the opposed numbers 
Pluck their hearts from them.” 


Then comes the dawn. The English yeomen des- 
perately prepare to withstand the awful shock of the 
flood of French armor soon to fall upon them. 

During these preparations Henry finds his officers 
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engaged in a warm debate. Westmoreland is argu- 
ing with Salisbury. 


“O, that we now had here 
But one ten thousand of those men in England 
That do no work today.” 


But Henry breaks in and rebukes him: 


“The fewer men, the greater share of honor. . . 
Rather, proclaim it through my host, 

That he which hath no stomach for this fight 
Let him depart... 

We would not die in that man’s company 

That fears his fellowship to die with us.” 


And then the King commences his memorable call 
to action: 


“This day is called the feast of Crispian. 

He that outlives this day, and comes safe home, 
Will stand a tip-toe when this day is named, 

And rouse him at the name of Crispian . . 

Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 
And say, ‘These wounds I had on Crispian’s day . . .’ 
He’ll remember with advantages 

What feats he did that day ... 

And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by, 

From this day to the ending of the world, 

But we in it shall be remembered; 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers. . . 
And gentlemen in England now a-bed 

Shall think themselves accurs’d they were not here.” 


Then the French knights charged. Although not 
lacking in strength or courage, they were unable to 
break through the stubborn lines of British archers. 
Again and again they attacked, but to no avail. 
When the Battle of Agincourt ended, the flower of 
French nobility lay slain on the field, more than 
10,000 of them. Only a few score English were 
killed. 

Henry the King was awed at the victory. 


“ ..0O God! Thy arm was here; 

And not to us, but to Thy arm alone 

Ascribe we all... 

And be it death proclaimed through our host 
To boast of this or take that praise from God 
Which is His only.” 


We Christians have the privilege of being with 
our Mighty Prince on the field of battle. While 


14 


with us, He prays for us. Many remain at home 
a-bed, their hearts indifferent to the task He has 
before Him: the evangelization of this world. How 
unaware they are of the desperate, fearful foes seek- 
ing to thwart the Lord through hindering the ad- 
vance of His soldiers. They are spectators when 
they might be participants in the will and purpose 
of God. They pursue shadows when they might 
fight the Lord’s battles. 

Some day they will awaken. Yes, as from a 
dream—and they will hear the unexpected news of 
the Lord’s victory. For God will win. His mission. 
ary purpose will be realized. His Church will be © 
gathered out of “every tribe, and kindred, and 
tongue, and nation.” 

And the happy few, the band of brothers, who ~ 
worked and labored and fought and suffered at His 
side, will share in the victory — but with great 
humility. “Not to us, O God, but to Thy arm alone 
ascribe we all.” 

They will show their scars, for they were there. 

Will you? Will you have scars? END 


SAMUEL M. ZWEMER 


THERE IS A DANGER that the pastor and the 
church will identify the new term ecumenics with 
missions. They are not the same. The more 
familiar word has a deeper meaning. The former 
expresses world-wideness; the latter, world need. 
The former is often of the mind; the latter, of 
the heart. In the one case we emphasize world 
view and outlook; in the other, compassion and 
outreach. We may lift up our eyes and be ecu- 
menical, but we must lift up our feet to be mis- 
sionaries. Ecumenics stresses the condition of the 
world; missions, the condition of the heart. The 
one is apt to strive first for church unity; the 
other seeks its vitality. Missions are, therefore, 
the base of true ecumenics; not ecumenics the 
basis of missions. It is true as Dr. Kenneth 
Latourette remarks that “Missions have made the 
church ecumenic,” but will ecumenics make the 
church, or an individual, missionary? Does it 
produce prayer meetings? 

It was Satan who gave our Savior an ecumenic 
view of all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, on the exceeding high mountain. Our 
Savior spurned the vision and looked forward to 
that other mountain where He met the eleven by 
appointment and gave them their mission and 
message. 
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OBEDIENCE beter «. tisite 


iD ixe George and Tom. They both have cars, and 
they’re both driving along the highway. Each of 
them passes a sign which says “Speed Limit 35.” 

George takes a look at his speedometer, sees that 
he is doing 50, and carefully slows down to 35. Tom 
takes a look in his rear-view mirror, sees nothing, 
and continues rolling along at 50. 

Who’s obeying? 

Well, they both are: George is obeying the speed 
law, Tom is obeying the speed demon. 

You see we are all obeying somebody or some- 
thing. We are all servants, people who obey supe- 
rior powers. St. Paul told us this a long time ago 
when he said that we are servants of whomever we 
obey, whether it is sin or God. 

Obedience, then, isn’t something special that only 
consecrated Christians do. No; everybody obeys, 
only some don’t obey the right master. 

Before we become Christians we are what St. Paul 
calls “servants of sin.” Now this doesn’t necessarily 
mean that we’re drug addicts, alcoholics, or sex 
deviates. We may be very nice people with no com- 
pulsive habits at all. We may be living upright, 
moral lives. But the point is that our ears are 
attuned to a voice that isn’t God’s voice, and there 
is something in us that responds to what that voice 
says. 

Whether the sin is assault or murder or just polite 
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gossip; whether it is dope-addiction or drunkenness 
or just occasional overeating; whether it is adultery 
or perversion or just some “innocent” sexual indul- 
gence: the fact remains that we are obeying the 
spirit of disobedience, the Enemy of God. 

Of course, in this unregenerate state we are often 
not very conscious of what’s going on. We may not 
be consciously aware of obeying anyone at all. But 
this is because we can only hear on one wave length 
—we are attuned to only one voice—and therefore 
our responses seem almost automatic. 

But then something happens, and another voice 
strikes our ears, a voice that says, “I am Jesus whom 
you are persecuting.” And we know that He is call- 
ing us to follow Him, and we do, and we become 
servants of God. We are now employed by God 
instead of by sin, and we are called upon to retail 
love and joy and peace instead of the other things. 
We have had our eyes opened and our ears attuned 
to a new Master. 

More than this, our new Master has imparted to 
us a new spirit, His own Spirit, to replace that for- 
mer spirit which had such strong affinity with sin. 
This new spirit is the Spirit of Righteousness. But 
our new Master doesn’t just issue commands. 
Rather, He puts into our hearts a sort of “original 
righteousness” to replace “original sin,” a heredi- 
tary instinct toward doing His will to replace the 





hereditary instinct toward doing the Enemy’s will. 
Now this doesn’t mean that we don’t have to choose 
to obey Him. We do. But it means that we have 
all the necessaries there for obedience, including a 
strong bias in His favor. 

Sure, we’ll still be able to hear that other voice 
and see the Enemy’s beckoning finger. But we can 
snap our fingers back and tell him to “Begone!” 
because he doesn’t have anything in us, and we are 
now free to obey God. 

I would suggest to you, then, that our biggest 
problem as Christians is not so much disobeying as 
forgetting. We forget who we are, that we are bond 
servants of Jesus Christ! (who has bought us? and 
has assumed responsibility for us*), that we are 
possessors of the Spirit of God‘, that we are par- 
takers of the divine nature®, that we are dead to sin 
and alive to God*, that we are people in whom is 
the One who is greater than he who is in the world’. 

As we remember (in this sense) who we really 
are, we shall find ourselves obeying God. 

In light of all this, four suggestions will help us 
obey our Master all the time. 

First, spend time with other Christians of the type 
who know God better than you do. These will be 
the sort of people who help you (by what they are 
and by what they say) to grow into ever-increasing 
realization of how great God is, the fact that He can 
be trusted in every situation, that He really loves, 
that He is faithful and just and infinitely patient. 
They'll help you to have a growing appreciation of 
what God has already done in you—in giving you 
a new nature, and an ear that can hear His voice, 
and discernment to distinguish it from the Enemy’s. 
They'll help you when the Enemy shouts and you get 
panicky and “forget” to remember who you are and 
to set the Enemy running. This, of course, includes 
spending time with great Christians of the past who 
have shared themselves with us in writing. 

Second, spend time bearing testimony yourself to 
all that God is and all that He has done in your life. 
It’s important that we articulate our position to our- 
selves and to others. Putting a thing in words makes 
it more solid. 

Third, live constantly in the Word of God. It is 
there that we get our strongest assurance of who God 
is and what He has done for us and who we are in 
Christ. It’s in the Bible, too, of course, that we hear 
God’s unchanging commands to us. 

And finally, spend time reviewing past experi- 
ences, especially past victories. This will help you 


see your present temptation in perspective. 3 
We are “more than conquerors through Him who © 
loved us.” END — 


FOOTNOTES 
1Romans 6:22 
2Acts 20:28 

3I Peter 2:25 
4Ephesians 1:13 


5II Peter 1:4 
6Romans 6:11 
7] John 4:4 


The Christian Life 


A REVIEW 


Tue Houiest or Att, Andrew Murray, Fleming Revell Co., z 
New Jersey, $4.50. as 


HERE is a book of devotional Bible study that may — 
change the life of anyone who reads it seriously, ~ 

Andrew Murray, great South African teacher and 
writer of an earlier generation, gives us here an inti- 
mate and lovely verse-by-verse commentary on the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, with its transforming mes- 
sage of the exalted Savior and His present ministry 
for His own. There are 130 chapters, each one four 
pages in length, which makes the book ideal for 
short daily studies. Each chapter is brimming with 
practical helps toward living the life in Christ that 
God wants us to live, and for which He has made 
adequate and glorious provision. 

Quoting from the introduction: “So many rest 
contented with the thought that their sins are par- 
doned, and that they are in the path of life, but 
know nothing of a personal attachment to Christ as 
their leader, or of a faith that lives in the invisible 
and walks with God . . . It is Jesus Christ we must 
know better. It is He who lives today in heaven, 
who can lead us into the heavenly sanctuary, and 
keep us there, who can give heaven into our heart 
and life . . . It is, therefore, with great confidence 
that I invite all who long for the rest of God, for a 
life in the holiest of God’s love, for the fulness of 
faith and hope and love, to take up the study of the 
Epistle, with the confident assurance of finding in 
its revelation of what Christ and His salvation are, 
the deliverance from sin and sloth, the joy and 
strength of a new life.” 

I have never read a more helpful book on the 
Christian life than this one, and I wholeheartedly 
recommend it to earnest students everywhere. 


—reviewed by E. Margaret Clarkson 
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TREND of thought 


Scientific American A cluster of stars that appear to be 2) billion years 
old has been discovered in our galaxy by astronomers of the Mount Wilson and 
Palomar Observatories. This figure...is more than twice the age of any celes- 
tial object previously known, If it stands up under further investigation, 

it will either force another major revision in the astronomical distance-scale, 
or will clinch the argument in favor of a steady-state universe rather than 
one that started with a "big bang"...If stars as old as 2) billion years re- 
ally exist, and if the presently accepted distance-scale is correct, the uni- 
verse cannot have started from an explosion, 


Harvard Business Review All businessmen, whether or not we admit it, are 
philosophers in a sense. Philosophy provides a framework within which we in- 
terpret our experiences and judge ourselves and situations. But few of us 
create the framework ourselves. It is generally prefabricated and given to 

us by our parents and teachers in the same manner in which they received theirs. 
As a result, it is adequate for most of us only until the "reality" of our in- 
dividual experience strays too far from the truths and ethics making up the 
framework./ Some of the stresses existing in modern business life are due, 

I believe, to the fact that reality has transcended our Judeo-Christian philo- 
sophic concepts. In many business decisions it is impossible to choose a 
course of action which will satisfy such concepts and still be compatible 

with economic needs. A thoughtful businessman has three alternatives: (1) 

he can rationalize his unreligious actions with such platitudes as "Render 
unto Caesar that which is Caesar's"; (2) he can find solace in the hypocrisies 
of many of our clergymen; or (3) he can try to alter his philosophical frame- 
work to bring it more in accord with reality. --J. H. Rice, "Existentialism 
for the Businessman," 


The Nation A visiting lecturer at Princeton is quoted as saying that to- 

day's young scholars trouble him because they seem to be hunting for portable 
areas of scholarship. The ideal subject for concentration has become one in 

Which the literature is compact, the authorities few, and a demonstration of 

mastery comparatively easy. --review by Robert Hatch of New Maps of Hell, by 

Kingsley Amis. 


New Republic The prominent Tuskegee sociologist Dr. Lewis Jones (comment- 
ing on Negro students! sit-in strikes at Southern dime store lunch counters): 
"The students have seen the pictures of Negroes entering school buildings in 
the face of the mob, They know that this is their fight, that they, too, must 
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be on the front lines," Another important influence, according to Dr. Jones, 
is the presence of exchange students from Africa on the campus of almost every 
Negro college in the United States: "The African students talk about the part 
they are playing in the independence movements of their continent and fre- 
quently they reproach American Negro students for not being as aggressive as 
their counterparts in Africa." On another key point, Dr. Jones is candid if, 
not reassuring. How long will resistance remain passive? Will Negro students 
calmly turn the other cheek if they are hit by white assailants? "Students 
are unpredictable and impulsive, as are most young people," Jones says, "and 
I fear that should violence occur the resistance on the part of the Negroes 
will not be so passive." --from editorial, "We Are Not Afraid." 


The American Scholar Men will happily tolerate great discomfort, discon- 
tinuity and frustration if--and only if--they are working for some purpose, 
toward some end, which they consider wise, true, exciting and meaningful. 

It is a tragic fact that during wars or revolutions that coalesce society 
around a central purpose, the symptoms of internal social pathology decline: 
mental illness, despondency and suicide decrease...The War was a time of in- 
tense frustration and daily suffering, when society asked much and offered 
little but a distant hope of victory, and when the gap between the contest 
in which men struggled and the peace to which they aspired was greatest. It 
is precisely the absence of any such positive vision which would make frus- 
tration worth while (today) that most explains our contemporary alienation. 
--Kenneth Keniston, "Alienation and the Decline of Utopia," 


American Journal of Sociology Roman tombstone inscriptions indicate the 


average lifetime of the ancients was short--as short as, or shorter than, it 
is now in parts of the world where conditions of health and mortality are at 
their worst. A Roman born during the first two centuries A.D. could probably 
look forward to about 25 or 30 years of life. This compares with an estimated 
life-expectancy of 32 years in India, as of a decade ago, and some 70 years in 
the United States, --John Durand. 


Youth and Communism New admission policies have been established for 
Hungarian universities, giving highest priority to applicants who have worked 
for one or two years in factories or on collective farms, Secondary schools 
also are affected, in an attempt to increase Communist Party control, by the 
establishment of an admissions committee in each school dominated by Party 
members (Csongrad Megyei Hirlop)./ The Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China requires productive labor to be included in the regular cur- 
ricula in all schools. "Every student must participate in physical labor 
for a definite period of time, at factories or on farms." (Kuang Ming Jih 
Pao)/ Last year more than 3,000 teachers, 1,200 medical doctors, 2,000 
engineers and 00 professors in higher educational institutions left East 
Germany, according to a Swiss newspaper. 

--by the Editor 
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World IN TRANSIT 


Hail and Tithing The fierce hailstorm was bearing down 
upon the village of Balijuri, carved out of the tropical jungle not far from 
the Himalayan foothills. The almost-ripened grains of rice clung tenaciously 
to the stalks which bent low toward the earth under their heavy weight. As 
the skies filled with storm clouds, fear gripped the hearts of the peasant 
farmers, Only one more week of fair weather, and they could begin to gather 
in the golden sheaves whose precious grains would feed their families and pay 
off their debts. The suddenness of the gathering storm could mean only one 
thing--hail! And five minutes of heavy hail would pick the stalks clean of 
their grains of rice and destroy the hopes of months of waiting. But on and 
on the storm came; nothing could stay its wrath./ In one little hut of Bali- 
juri, the headman, a Christian named Patros, knelt in prayer. Only a short 
time before he had decided to be a tither, This had been a difficult deci- 
sion to make, for most of our poor peasant Christians pity themselves so much 
that they blind themselves to God's promise to enter into partnership with 
the man who tithes, But Patros had meant that decision, As he knelt, the 
wind increased its crescendo. He could hear the frightening roar as myriads 
of ice pellets beat down upon the heavy jungle foliage--the storm was swiftly 
approaching the jungle clearing. His prayer was simple: "Lord, You know I 
promised to tithe. Save my crop, O Lord, and I will surely give Thee Thy 
share."/ The wind passed almost as suddenly as it had come, The praying 
Christian went to the door and looked out. Field after field was flattened 
to the ground, Neighbors were emerging from their huts in stunned silence... 
Patros walked out to his field. On every side his neighbors! crops lay beaten 
and twisted on the ground. But his rice stalks were standing tall and un- 
touched, still loaded with their precious burden of grain. Apart from three 
or four hailstones, he could not find even a trace of the storm which had just 
passed,..Far and wide throughout our association is spreading the testimony of 
Patros and his tithing partnership with a Lord who can control even the pound- 
ing hail. This truth is needed, for tithing offers the only real hope that 
our North Bank work will one day be indigenous, Please pray many of our 
Christians through to victory in the matter of tithing. We need many more 
Patroses. --Letter from Mr. and Mrs, Wilbur Sorley, missionaries in the North 
Bank region of Assam (India). 


Liberian Decree All missionaries entering Liberia in the 
future must possess college degrees, according to a decree recently handed 
down by the Public Instruction Department. The new regulation is explained 
as part of the government's aim to improve educational standards, 
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"The Smell of Butter" In Japanese we have an expression 
batakusai, "the smell of butter." We Japanese like butter very much, but we 
don't like the smell of it--it smells foreign, It is the same with Christi- 
anity: we like it very much, but we don't like the smell of it--it smells for. 
eign to us. When missionaries bring the gospel to us with a vocabulary, a 
pronunciation, and a way of thinking which are foreign to us, it is batakusai, 
This is true even when it is brought to us by Japanese pastors; although they 
are Japanese themselves, even they use a vocabulary, pronunciation, and ways 
of thinking which are foreign. We want to have a Japanese Christianity, one 
which has meaning for us and one which we can apply to our own lives.../ We 
do plead with you to understand the psychology of the Japanese people and to 
bring us a Japanese Christianity. At the same time, do not let your gospel 
become Japanese in the sense that it loses its Christian-ness., Do not make 
pleasing the people your first objective. --A former Christian governor of a 
province in Japan; quoted by the Rev. Philip E. Armstrong, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade. 


A Sing in Aucaland Late last summer Mrs, Marj Saint visited 
her friend, Mrs. Betty Elliot. The remarkable thing was that the visit took 
place in Aucaland itself, near the spot where Nate Saint, Jim Elliot and their 
three companions gave their lives. An excerpt from Marj's report of that trip; 
"The twenty-six Aucas who were there appeared very friendly toward us--shared 
their food, played ball and even looked through our hair for lice as they do 
their own, They liked the kitten and white rabbits we took to them--the first 
they had ever seen.../ Betty's day starts at daylight and ends when the wind 
blows out her candle, I was interested in her one piece of furniture which 
serves as a kitchen cabinet, work table, desk, broom closet, medical depart- 
ment, guest wardrobe, rabbit hutch, woodbox, library, and wash stand.../ The 
last night we were there everyone climbed to the loft of Aikita's house for a 
"sing" in four languages: Quichua, Auca, Spanish and English. As the smoke 
carrying the odor of the monkeys! singeing hair floated up through the split 
bamboo floor, the Quichuas sang the chorus Jim Elliot wrote, about what hap- 
pens to a man when he dies. Then the Auca men started coughing, clearing 
their throats and spitting--finally they were all set to sing. What a sight 
to see silhouetted between the bamboo floor and thatched roof Auca and Qui- 
chua men (traditional enemies) sitting side by side singing. In the dim 
light I could see Aikita's hand holding the little hand of his son, Finally 
the candle burned out, but they kept on singing." 


You have been in an accident, and from the nature of the ac- 
cident you do not understand why your injuries were not more serious--until 
several weeks later you receive a letter from a friend in America explaining 
that on that day at that hour she was praying for you. --Evelyn Schwartz, 
missionary to Indonesia, in The Commission, 


--by Lois S, Thiessen 
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resurrection. (3) The tax was for the temple. What double meaning seems 
to be in Christ’s words in v. 26? What does this incident show of our legal 


and our Christian responsibility? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 
MATTHEW 18:1-14 (1) Think about your attitude toward your Christian 
friends. Are there any indications that seeking after greatness is present 
(2) What about a child is the 


basis for an example of how we should be in relationship to God? Of 


in you? What was Christ’s reaction to it? 
whom are we to be wary of hurting? How important is this to Christ? 
(3) What dual truth is in v. 7? The fact that certain things “needs be” 


does not lessen man’s responsibility in bringing them about. 


THURSDAY, MAY 5 
MATTHEW 18:15-35 (1) In yesterday’s verses Christ talked of our sins 
against our brothers. Now He moves to our brothers’ sins against us. What 
should be our first step in solving an inter-personal problem? At what 
point does the telling stop? ()2 What great promise is inserted in v. 19? 
How is this possible? (3) What should be our incentive to forgive our 


brother? How do vv. 17, 35 complement one another? 


FRIDAY, MAY 6 
MATTHEW 19:1-15 (1) Why is divorce foreign to the Christian concept of 
marriage? What does this also have to say about extra- or pre-marital 
(2) What difference 
To which 


Remember this in your thinking about 


sexual relationships? marriage to a non-Christian? 
is seen here between what Moses allowed and God’s standard? 
does Christ give pre-eminence? 
“laws” that Christians have today. (3) Compare the disciples’ reaction to 


the children with Christ’s. Compare yours with His. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7 
MATTHEW 19:16-30 (1) Jesus is not here denying His deity but rather 
asking that the young ruler be more specific and recognize it. He is more 
than a “good master.” If He is good, He is God (“One there is who is 
good”). (2) What kept this man from having eternal life? Why is it 
difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven? What are some 
of the forms “richness” can take? Is it impossible for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom? Why not? 


are related to one another in Christ’s response to Peter. 


(3) Note the way privileges and responsibilities 


does it compare with your attitude toward Him? Does He find you often 
prefer to sleep? (2) What cup is Christ referring to in v. 39? On what 
condition does He accept it (v. 42b)? Christ’s willingness to suffer and 
die does not mean that this was not really agony for Him. It was—as you 
can see when you go beyond what Easter has become today and consider 


the facts as reported here. 


TUESDAY, MAY 24 

MATTHEW 26:47-56 (1) Cp. vv. 46, 47. Upon what do your actions depend: 
response to God’s will or the force of the multitudes? (2) Note the forms 
of address in vv. 49, 50. (3) What lack of insight was shown here (vv. 51, 
56)? What was one factor in this (v. 45)? What other source did they 
have that would have aided their understanding (v. 54)? These same aids 


are open to us. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 

MATTHEW 26:57-75 (1) What indications are there that this trial was a 
mockery? What laws were broken? See Exodus 23:1, 8. Cp. v. 61 with 
John 2:19-21. What was false about this testimony? (2) The group within 
Judaism that should have been the first to recognize Christ refused to do 
so. Ask God to help you not to come to Him with your mind made up, 
and thereby miss what He has for you. (3) Cognizant of the important 
role that God gave Peter in the Early Church, thank Him for His mercy. 


In what ways have you seen this? 


THURSDAY, MAY 26 
MATTHEW 27:1-10 (1) V. 1 refers to Christ’s religious “trial” (see 26:59-68) 


and v. 2 to His civil “trial.” What was Judas’ reaction to the outcome? 


What did he do? (2) Judas had spent many hours with Jesus. What was 


his judgment of His character? (3) Note God’s hand in the details sur- 


rounding these events (vv. 3-10). Remember He is in control of every 


situation. 


FRIDAY, MAY 27 

MATTHEW 27:11-26 (1) Note here the emphasis on the political impact that 
Jesus might have, as opposed to the religious emphasis of the trial before 
the priests. Considering the background of each jury, which should have 
had more insight into Christ’s claims? Which did? (2) Why was Pilate 
loathe to authorize the crucifixion (vv. 18, 19)? What attempts did he 
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does it compare with your attitude toward Him? Does He find you often 
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discussion down to a more personal level. Pray that God will help you 
see correctly the personal implications of your Bible reading. (2) Which 
son is more like you? Is your Christianity only theoretically orthodox, or 
practical as well? Is the former really Christian? (3) Note the serious- 
ness of Christ's warnings to the Pharisees (vv. 41, 43). What prophecies 
are in these last ‘verses? Pray that your life today will show that you are 


one of that new nation. 


FRIDAY, MAY 13 
MATTHEW 22:1-14 (1) “Vv. 2, 3 refer to the time of Christ’s earthly 
ministry; vv. 4-7 look forward to the period which culminated in the 
destruction of Jerusalem; and vy. 8-14 look forward further still to the 
ingathering of the Gentiles” (Search the Scriptures). (2) The wedding 
invitation was all inclusive and at the same time selective. What was the 
criterion of the latter? What is our wedding garment (see Romans 3:20-26; 
5:8, 9; Ephesians 1:3-7; I Peter 1:13-23)? After thinking through these 


verses, make No. 137 in Hymns a part of your prayer today. 


SATURDAY, MAY 14 

MATTHEW 22:15-45 (1) Note the direct way in which Christ responds to 
the shallow words of his opponents, recognizing their hypocrisy yet answer- 
ing in a way to send them away marveling. (2) Why did the Sadducees 
err? This may also be the problem when your friends, or you, have “‘intel- 
lectual problems” about Christianity. (3) What is the key to obeying the 
law? What does this say about the only One who could obey it? (4) 
What is the answer to Christ’s last question? Thank God for His Spirit 


who makes truth available. 


SUNDAY, MAY 15 

MATTHEW 23:1-39 (1) In what respect are the people to obey the teachings 
of the Jewish scribes and Pharisees? Why? In what way are they not 
to follow these men? (2) Why are Christians not to seek high places? 
To whom does the chief seat belong? What should we strive to be (vv. 
8, 11)? Think about ways these titles are earned. (3) What is the major 
sin of the scribes and Pharisees? How did it affect their teaching? List 
the errors Christ points to in their teaching. (4) What is Christ’s final 


warning (or prophecy) to this group? Is there any element of hope? 


MONDAY, MAY 16 


MATTHEW 24:1-28 (1) “This portion may be divided as follows: (a) wy. 


4-14; Jesus speaks of ‘the end’ (vv. 6, 14) and what will lead up to it; 
(b) vv. 15-28: He speaks of the siege and destruction of Jerusalem, 
describing first its terrors (vv. 15-22) and then distinguishing His coming 
from it (vv. 23-28)”—Search the Scriptures. Go over the portion again 
with this in mind. (2) List the signs of the coming of “the end.” What 
one event will signify its arrival? Is there any room for doubt as to when 
that event will have taken place (v. 27)? (3) What does v. 13 emphasize 
that is relevant to “victorious Christian living’? Ask God to help you 


endure to the end. If you have time, read John 17. 


TUESDAY, MAY 17 

MATTHEW 24:29-42 (1) “In this portion Jesus describes His coming (vy. 
29-31) and the time of this event (vv. 32-42)”—Search the Scriptures. 
Notice the elements of suddenness, unexpectedness and definiteness, (2) 
The word generation refers to those living at the time these events take 
place, not to those who heard Christ telling about the last days. (3) What 
examples here nullify teaching about universal salvation? What will be 
the basis of selection (v. 13)? Think about these verses in conjunction 


with your life today. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 

MATTHEW 24:42-25:13 (1) Note here what emphasis Christ is putting on 
the command to watch for His coming. What does He couple with watching 
(v. 44)? The picture here is not of a person with coat on, looking out 
the window, waiting; but rather a picture of preparation for His arrival, 
knowing that it might be at any moment (I Thessalonians 5:1-11). (2) 
Why is preparation so essential? Will Christ wait for those who are unpre- 
pared? Ask God to cause this lesson (which has been so emphasized by 


repetition) to take root in your heart today; then think through the unfin- 


ished tasks that can be completed now: confession of sin, righting of wrongs, 


fulfillment of Christian responsibilities, 


THURSDAY, MAY 19 
MATTHEW 25:14-30 (1) “The talents are often taken to represent natural 
gifts and abilities, but they are here distinguished from the natural ability 


of the servants” (Search the Scriptures). At the same time, they were 


given “according to his . , . ability.” Whose talents were they originally? 


Why were they given away? (2) What was the basis on which the trust 


of the talents was judged? Notice the unimportance attached to numbers 








discussion down to a more personal level. Pray that Gor 





Constance Jones HIS 


H.. CouRSE is found on every campus. It is open 
‘to all: freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors, even 
"graduate students—but it’s not required. Yet it’s 

surprising how few seem to be willing to take it. 

Few really want him as their teacher. 

The two main prerequisites to his course are: (1) 

You must be willing to obey his instructions; (2) 
/You must faithfully do the work which he assigns. 

Is he a good professor? 

Yes, the best in the university. 
nately, many fail to recognize this. 

Does he know his stuff? 

He sure does. You'll never cease to be amazed 

at his limitless knowledge and boundless wisdom. 

Is it an easy course? 

No, it’s often difficult. If you want a snap course, 
| don’t take him as a prof. He demands a great deal 
from his pupils, but never too much for anyone to 
bear. 

Oh, then he’s not stern, or an intellectual stick- 
| in-the-mud. 

Of course not. He’s patient, understanding and 
‘loving. He wants to know his students, really know 

them. He considers you his friend, not a slave to 
his work. 
| Does that mean you can get away with certain 

things? You know how it is with some of these 
| “friendly” profs. 

I’m afraid you’ve got the wrong idea there. He’s 

one prof you can’t fool. He sees right through you, 
-and he means business. 

Will I learn something worth while in his course? 

Yes, you'll learn as much as you're willing to 
"learn, as much as you allow him to teach you. His 
| Tesources are limitless, and each part of his course 
"is meaningful throughout life. 


But, unfortu- 
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COURSE 


Does he require much studying? 


Yes, he requires you to think a lot about life. 
His words captivate your mind. 


What kind of assignments does he give? 


His assignments are unmistakably clear. 
involve much reading, thought and activity. 


They 


Is the text for the course well known? 


Yes, well known, but not usually well read. 

Is it long? 

Some people read as many as 66 books in his 
course within a year, although this isn’t necessary. 
But most of the books are very short. 

Does it take long to read them? 

You can read them quite rapidly if you view the 
assignments just as a duty. But you must read 
slowly, carefully and thoughtfully if you want to 
grasp the full meaning of the text. 

Well, how often does he give tests? 

Usually everyday, and often his tests come unex- 
pectedly during the day. It helps you put into prac- 
tice the things you think you know. His tests also 
help you keep up in the work and you can always 
expect to learn something from them. But before 
he tests you, he always makes his preliminary 
instructions clear. 

Do his tests cover only the reading material? 

No, he requires you to know things about his 
course that are gained through other means than 
reading. 

Can you tell me what his tests are like? 

They’re inclusive and comprehensive. He 
requires you to remember everything he has taught 
you and he wants you to apply these things in his 
tests. 

What more can you tell me about his teaching? 





He encourages his students to have personal con- 
ferences with him, to evaluate themselves and their 
work. 

Oh, then this teacher is sort of a psychiatrist or 
psychologist too? 

Well, if you want to put him in that category, I 
suppose he could be considered that. Let me put it 
this way. He’s an expert in personal counseling. 
His pupils can bring any need or problem to him. 
When a student fails in his course, he invites him 
to talk about it, to tell him the reasons for failure 
and to take advantage of his help and advice. 

What about his final exam? Do most people 
cram for it? 

There isn’t much sense in trying to cram for it. 
What you know, you know. What you don’t know 
by the time the final comes, you won’t have time to 
learn then; you'll have missed your opportunities. 
If you learn your daily lessons from him, you won’t 
have trouble with the final. And, incidentally, it’s 
important for you to know that you can’t cut his 
final exam. 

How does he grade his pupils? 
many F’s? 

His system is different. He gives three kinds of 
F’s: Failure, Faithfulness, Fruitfulness. 

How many credits will I get for taking his course? 

His faithful students think that it’s credit enough 
(in fact, a privilege) just to study under him and 
learn. Everything he says is worth listening to and 
learning. 

What about tuition rates? 

His instructions are free. But you must be willing 
to pay the price of discipline and obedience in 
coming to class. 

Can anyone audit his course? 

He’s displeased with those who try only to audit. 

What does he have against auditors? 

He sees too many audits in his course on many 
campuses. Audits are those on the outside looking 
in because (1) they seldom have time to read the 
text; (2) they don’t know the cost of discipline in 
his school; (3) they pass up all the tests. Audits 
know what the teacher says, but they can’t enter 
into the full significance of his course because they 
aren’t doing the work. Audits are usually mere 
observers and thinkers who don’t want to take the 
time to act on his instructions. They come and go 
to class as they please, sometimes priding themselves 
on their interest in his course, but not really willing 
to be his pupil. He doesn’t want part-time auditors 


Does he give 


in his course, but full-time students. 

What do you mean by full-time? I have other 
important subjects to take, and so many interesting 
extra-curriculars. How much time does his course 
take? 

It’s like this. A lot of people just begin his course 
in college. But it takes a lifetime to know all he 
wants to teach you. It’s never too early to begin 
his course. His course is so important! It doesn’t 
cut out your other activities. In fact, it is so signi- 
ficant that it ties in with every phase of your life in 
one way or another. He makes all of life meaning- 
ful. But in order to see and experience this, you 
must give your whole self to this course, and not 
just audit it. 

Tell me more about this teacher. What is he like? 

He doesn’t disillusion his pupils; he always lets 
them know just where they stand, whether their 
standing is poor or excellent. He is thorough in all 
things, but always deals fairly with his students. He 
also presents his points in a convincing manner. 
I’d be happy to introduce him to you, if you’re will- 
ing to meet him. Would you like to meet him to see 
if he’s all his pupils claim that he is? 

You’ve said enough. I did meet him once. You 
can never meet Jesus and recover from the experi- 
ence. How blind and foolish I’ve been to think that 
just meeting Him was enough. What you've said 
about Him is true. I know it because I know Him. 

It’s strange that I never was quite certain 
whether you had met Him. I’m glad you’ve told me 
now. Why didn’t you ever tell me before? 

I don’t know. I had so many reasons and excuses 
but now they've all seemed to fade away or disap- 
pear. I’ve just been auditing His course all this 
time. But I’m beginning to realize what I’ve been 
missing. Thank you for taking time to talk with me. 

Wait before you go, please. Just let me tell you 
one more thing and ask you one question. One thing 
that God has been trying to teach me lately is that 
a knowledge of the truth must lead to action. You 
agree, don’t you? 

Why yes, I do. 

Well then, what are you going to do now? His 
course isn’t closed. He wants more students to take 
His course seriously. 

Boy, I haven’t got much time left to sign up this 
semester, have 1? He wanted me to be enrolled in 
His course all four years at college, and up to now 
I’ve resisted. But I'll start today. I’m glad He 
permits late entrants. END 
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A Personal Testimony 


NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 


My Farner was a Methodist preacher. He served 
in Cincinnati and in areas round about. When I was 
a little boy Father was pastor of what was known as 
the Bowersville circuit: five rural churches, one of 
which was the old Center Church near Bowersville, 
Ohio, where I was born. 

One of the greatest things—perhaps the greatest 
thing—that ever happened to me occurred in that 
little building as I sat there one night with my 
mother. They were holding what they called “pro- 
tracted meetings,” revival meetings that went on 
throughout the winter season. 

There was a man in the community named Dave 
Morris. He was a big fellow, and he was mean. 
Profane, a drunkard, foul-mouthed, he was known 
all around the countryside as a tough one, but he 
always came to the revival meetings. He would weep 
and he would sing, but they said not even God Him- 
self could save Dave Morris. 

Then one night, when my father gave the invita- 
tion to accept Christ, it seemed as though the build- 
ing shook as a tremendous man walked down the 
aisle. I turned around and my mother said, “Glory 
to God, it’s Dave Morris!” He came down. to the 
altar and knelt, and the people gathered around him 
and “prayed him through.” 

I can remember him yet, though I was perhaps 
no more than five years old at the time. Dave Mor- 
ris stood up, raised his arms and said, “Glory to 
God! I’m saved!” He was, too, for he lived in that 
community for another fifty years, and when he died 
he was by common consent the greatest saint in all 
the countryside round about. 

Well, the next night I asked my mother and father 
if I could “go forward,” and that was the night I 
found Jesus Christ. But I’m a bad one, and I had 
to be saved several times. Sometimes I get to think- 
ing it should be done again. I believe it’s perfectly 
possible for a person to be saved once and for all, 
but let me tell you something: human nature is bad, 
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The author of this testimony, 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, is known by millions 
of Americans for his radio ministry, 

his column in LOOK Magazine, and his best-selling 
books. Not so well known is the underlying 
Christian basis of Dr. Peale’s ministry, 

his conviction that personal salvation 

through Jesus Christ is necessary, 

that “human nature is bad, and the devil is 

very powerful, and he can get into you” 

(to quote the author). It is hoped that HIS 
readers will give this testimony 

the broadest circulation, since Dr. Peale 

here presents Jesus Christ as the only sufficient 
Power in his own life. 








and the devil is very powerful, and he can get into 
you. 

But to get back to my father. He was a real per- 
son—a forthright, honest, dedicated man. I’ve had 
fortune, I’ve been favored, I’ve lived on the fat of 
the land. But for my father, year in and year out 
for the eighty-five years of his life, there was only 
Jesus Christ and people. He had only one message: 
that Jesus Christ could save you from sin, that Jesus 
Christ could change your life, that Jesus Christ 
could do anything for you. 

He was a medical doctor before he was a minister, 
and I was brought up on a combination of medicine 
and religion. Heal men’s bodies, heal their souls, 
heal the whole man. When finally I got to fooling 
around with psychology, Father said that wasn’t 
half bad if you didn’t go too far with it—which I 
hope I haven’t. 

Once when I was in seminary and bursting with 
“intellectuality,” I came home to preach at a little 
country church one Sunday when the minister was 
either sick or away. Father said, “Now remember 
it’s just a simple country church, just farmer people, 
and don’t think you’re smart because you’ve been 
to Boston!” 

All week long I worked on that sermon, and it 
was heavily packed with theology, as I understood 
it at the time. On Saturday I sat down again with 
my father. He always sat in a rocking chair with 
his feet up on a railing and this time he said, “Read 
me that sermon.” So I read it to him, and when I 
was through he just sat there rocking. I think he 
spit over the railing once or twice. 

Finally he asked, “Norman, you want to know 
what I think you should do with that sermon?” 

I said, “Yes, Dad, what should I do?” 

“Go out and burn it. In the first place you wrote 
it. You want to get rid of the manuscript. Never 
read a sermon. If you don’t feel it in your soul so 
that you’re burning to tell it, then you shouldn’t 
preach it. If you have to monkey around with a 
manuscript, you'll never get anywhere with it. Go 
burn it.” 

Then he went on. “Listen. You found Jesus 
Christ, didn’t you? Hasn’t He helped you overcome 
your sins, your weaknesses, your inferiority com- 
plex?” (He rammed that one in because he knew 
that’s what I had.) “Well, go on out there in the 
morning and tell the people about Jesus, and don’t 
talk theoretically—just tell them about Him as you 
know Him.” 





“But I can’t make that last twenty-five minutes,” 
I said. 

“Then let it go at five. The important thing isn’t 
how long you preach, but what you say.” 

So I went out there the next day, to a brick 
church at the corner of two Ohio corn patches. The 
corn was knee-high, so it must have been around 
the Fourth of July. It was one of those sweet-smell- 
ing Sundays, peaceful, clean-washed and quiet. | 
went into the pulpit to see if everything was all 
right, and then the people began to come in—the 
girls all spic and span, starched up the way they 
used to be, pink ribbons, yellow ribbons, the boys 
sort of abashed, the families all strung out in the 
pews with Father at one end and Mother at the other 
to police the children. 

They were big, fine-looking people, the salt of 
the earth, and I stood up there to tell them about 
Jesus Christ. 

You know how once in a while under the power of 
the Holy Spirit you get a deep silence in a church, 
deep but very much alive, as though something 
trembles in the air. It happened that morning: the 
misty look in people’s eyes, the expression of longing 
in their faces. Don’t ever tell me that Jesus Christ 
isn’t where His people meet. 

After it was all over I was waiting for dinner with 
some of the folks from that congregation, and a big, 
heavy-set fellow came out on the porch to talk to me. 
He sat down, slapped me on the knee and began, 
“Son, you know you’ve got a powerful lot to learn 
about preaching, don’t you?” 

“Yes, Sir,” I said, “I know I have.” 

“But,” he said, “you’ve got a couple of things 
right, and the main one is you talked only about 
Jesus. The second thing is that you talked in simple 
language so that everybody could understand. Just 
keep doing that—talk in simple language and talk 
about Jesus, for Jesus is wonderful.” 

Well, since then I’ve gone all up and down the 
land, and I honestly believe that deep down in many 
men’s hearts there is that love, that faith in Jesus 
Christ. God help us, most of us aren’t very faithful 
to Him, but still we know He is the answer. That 
has been my spiritual experience. 

I also believe that the Bible is the inspired Word 
of God, and I’ve never found a case where the Bible 
doesn’t work. The older I get and the harder I find 
life to be, and the more difficulties I have to face 
with myself and with other people, the more I know 

(Continued on page 33, column 1) 
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David A. Adeney 


= A MAZE of incredibly steep and over- 
crowded streets, Hong Kong University spreads its 
lecture halls and hostels over a beautiful campus on 
the lower slopes of the Peak on Victoria Island. It 
commands a magnificent view of the harbor with 
the launches, junks and ferries crisscrossing between 
the Island and the Mainland, while large ocean- 
going liners and freighters from all over the world 
tie up at the Kowloon wharf or anchor at the moor- 
ings in midstream. 

Most of the students in the University are Hong 
Kong born and have been educated in English- 
speaking schools, though Cantonese or one of the 
other South China dialects is usually spoken in their 
homes. Some, however, have come from farther 
north on the Mainland, and a few Indians and 
Chinese have come from Malaya or other parts of 
Southeast Asia. The teaching is almost entirely in 
English and the vice-chancellor and many of the 
staff members come from England. Hong Kong 
University’s degrees are recognized throughout the 
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British Commonwealth. 

Every Friday evening 70 or 80 students belong- 
ing to the Christian Association meet in a lecture 
hall in the engineering building. Last spring, 
members of the group revised their constitution and 
introduced a very fine evangelical doctrinal basis. 
Emphasis upon evangelism has been strong, and 
during the past year public evangelistic meetings, 
personal work, and Bible study groups meeting in 
the hostels have brought quite a number of students 
into the fellowship of the Son of God. 

Last Christmas brought an opportunity for a 
different type’ of testimony which reached not only 
members of the University but also the general pub- 
lic. Beginning in October, almost 100 of the mem- 
bers and a few of the graduates met together every 
week to practice the oratorio “The Holy City” by 
A. R. Gaul. Even during exam periods practices 
and special prayer meetings continued. The choir’s 
conductor was a young medical student who also 
had important exams just before Christmas. 





When they decided to present “The Holy City” 
in the Great Hall at the University the student lead- 
ers had four objectives. 

First, they hoped to bring spiritual blessing to all 
members of the choir. The words of the oratorio, 
mostly taken from Scripture, presented the gospel 
in its fulness and led to a spirit of worship and 
praise. At the rehearsals some of the Christians in 
the group often spoke of what the message of the 
oratorio meant to them. The conductor constantly 
emphasized that the spirit with which they sang 
counted even more than their musical ability. 

Shortly before Christmas at the weekly meeting 
of the Christian Association a series of addresses 
was given on the Holy City and the hope of the 
Christian. The final rehearsal was combined with 
a retreat at which there was a message followed by 
two or three hours of fellowship and prayer. 

Second, these students and graduates planned to 
give a clear presentation of the gospel through the 
oratorio. Very attractive programs were printed 


with the words of the oratorio in Chinese and Eng- 
lish. The program also contained a testimony of 
what the message of the “Holy City” meant to the 
members of the choir. 

“Since the day we came to understand the 
meaning of salvation we have been experiencing the 
peace which God gives, and there has been a zeal 


in our hearts so that we cannot but sing and praise 
His Name. In particular because the love of Christ 
constrains us, we cannot but bring these good tid- 
ings of great joy through our singing to you. 

“What we hope will be given earnest heed is not 
the melody of the music, but the music of the gos- 
pel. We pray that you may receive it with a mind 
that is still and silent before God.” 

This is just an extract from the longer message 
in the printed program which, together with a well- 
printed Christmas tract, explained the true meaning 
of the Christmas story. Just before the choir started 
to sing, the president of the Christian Association 
spoke clearly and forcefully about the importance 
of faith in Christ. 

Third, the Christian students desired through 
singing the oratorio to express their concern for 
those in need throughout Hong Kong. No tickets 
were sold and the programs were distributed free, 
but an offering was taken, and after meeting the 
rather heavy expenses, almost $300 was given to 
three organizations working among the handi- 


capped. 
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Evangelical students in the University have some. 
times been criticized for not being sufficiently active 
in social work, but this was one way in which they 
could show their responsibility to minister in 
Christ’s name to the vast numbers of suffering peo- 
ple in Hong Kong. One-fifth of the total offering 
was given by choir members. 

Finally, the Christian students prayed that the 
presentation of the oratorio might result in opening 
new doors for witness in schools and young people’s 
groups in Hong Kong. The public response was 
encouraging. On December twenty-second the large 
Loke Yew Hall at the University was packed, with 
about 200 people standing, and at the repeat per- 
formance on New Year’s Day, the auditorium of 
Queen Elizabeth School (which seats almost 1,000) 
was filled to overflowing. Radio Hong Kong made 
a recording of the oratorio for re-broadcasting. 

In addition to singing the oratorio, choir members 
went caroling in two large hospitals on December 
twenty-third. Dividing into four teams they sang 
in each ward, gave a short testimony, and distrib. 
uted tracts to the patients and toys to the children, 
One patient wrote afterward to tell them that 
through the testimony in his ward and the tract that 
he received, he had accepted Christ as his Savior 
and Lord. 

The center for this evangelical witness at Hong 
Kong University is a small reading room which the 
students opened a few months ago. At the top of a 
new building just outside the main entrance to the 
University, the reading room is reached by a long 
climb up five flights of stairs. But students gather 
there for the daily prayer meeting and many go to 
borrow books from the library. 

In this strategic University a few miles from 
Communist China, God is using the Christian Asso- 
ciation to prepare students to be His witnesses in 
coming years. Those who graduate will face great 
temptations, since in many cases strong pressure will 
be brought upon them by their families and by a 
materialistic society where little thought is given to 
spiritual values. 

Today, however, in the University are students 
who are greatly burdened, not only by the need 
around them in Hong Kong, but also by the 
challenge of the unevangelized millions throughout 
Southeast Asia. Let us pray that some from among 
them may become leaders in the Church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the critical days that lie 
ahead. END 
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an atfirmation 


O. ALL CHRISTIAN workers, perhaps it is easier 
for those engaged in work with university students 
to slip from the moorings of historic, Biblical Chris- 
tianity than for any others. 


The Zeitgeist of any age seems to reach high tide 
among students, whether it is communism, scientism, 
sex or nihilism. 


I have just been reading an editorial published in 
THE PRESBYTERIAN on February 28, 1924, “Unbe- 
lief of College Workers.” Here is a Christian edi- 
ior’s comment on the situation thirty-six years ago: 


In the recent mails we have received a number of reports 
which most certainly indicate an alarming unbelief in 
the workers in the institutions of learning. We refer to 
but two. The first is given by a most reliable and com- 
petent person in strong sympathy with Christian work in 
the colleges. It is as follows: 

“During the week of January 27, a very interesting con- 
ference was held on the campus of the University of 
Pennsylvania, attended by 68 church workers in univer- 
sities and colleges, representing 25 schools and 12 de- 
nominations. 

“At this conference every phase of the church’s re- 
sponsibility for the student was discussed, and the out- 
standing facts arrived at were that on the part of the 
student body there is a very deep need for a vital reli- 
gion that will permeate every department of life. In 
other words, that the student of today demands a God 
who is not a formula, but a horizon. Second, that the 
reason for much confusion in thinking on the part of 
students today rests back on the home congregation, 
where very little preparation has been given in order that 
the proper interpretation of the facts which science is 
presenting may be given in the light and faith of Chris- 
tianity. Third, that the student on the campus is inter- 
ested but very little, if at all, in the quarrels either within 
or between denominations. He is neither a fundamentalist 
nor a modernist, and this is due, not to a failure to 
appreciate dogma or doctrine, but a demand for a prag- 
matic religion. 

“The most valuable type of work which the church can 
do is by the individual, with the individual following the 
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methods and plan of Jesus himself, who always had 
plenty of time to spend with individual men. And, finally, 
if religion is to continue to grasp and hold the campus 
group, it must not be made up of a daily dozen of don’ts, 
but a personal relationship with a Personal God.” 

It would appear from this that the chief work of the 
student pastors and workers is to make God after the 
conception of the students, or to let each student make 
a god after his own image. There can be no doubt as to 
the reliability of this report, because of the excellence of 
the one making it. That being so, it clearly reveals the 
anti-Christian character of the work being done among 
students. When God is represented as “a formula” or 
“a horizon,” and when science, which here means phi- 
losophy, is presented as the authority to which religion 
must be conformed, and when the Bible is ignored as the 
infallible guide in faith and practice, and religion is pre- 
sented as chiefly pragmatic, then the resulting influence 
must be anti-Christian. The third paragraph is better 
than the others, because it recognizes God as personal. 

The second report is as follows: 

“For weeks we have been looking forward to the com- 
ing of Dr. Blank for three days of meetings on the cam- 
pus of South Dakota State College; we had special prayer 
for the meetings, and cancelled our church prayer meet- 
ings in order to attend, expecting to see a work of grace 
among the students and longing for the same. 

“At the first meeting Dr. Blank, without Scripture or 
prayer, spoke on Russia and the Ruhr. It was a fine 
lyceum number, but devoid of Christ. Yesterday morning 
he spoke on ‘Campus Problems,’ asking two questions, 
and not having time to finish his address. The questions 
were ‘Are you honest?’ and ‘Are you pure?’ The third 
question of his address is to be asked this morning. 
There was no Christ or grace in yesterday morning’s talk, 
but that may be because some time was given to a memo- 
rial to President Wilson. There was Scripture and prayer 
at the morning meeting. 

“The climax was last night, when he presented a five 
fold plan of thought, on which ‘Fundamentalists’ and 
‘Modernists’ might get together. He called them funda- 
mentals, though he said they were not all that all men 
might count fundamental. Of course, there was a good 
deal of talk and much of it tending to discount the con- 
servative position. The five points were: (1) The inspired 





Word of God and the revelation of God the Loving 
Father; (2) The Jesus’ way of life; (3) Jesus Christ, 
risen, divine Savior, offering us eternal life here and 
hereafter; (4) The great eternal law of sacrifice starting 
in God and consummated on the cross. The vicarious 
sacrifice of Christ, in that he died for us; (5) The great 
law of love and the coming of the kingdom—though how 
or when I cannot say, and do not think material. 


“These points were splendid, as he explained them, 
although the implication was that the conservatives were 
not open to new truth, and were utterly unscientific in 
their claims. Later on, the meeting was opened for ques- 
tions, and then things happened. Dr. Blank was asked 
to define his terms, and did so, and instead of five points 
on which all could agree, there was not a single point of 
agreement, unless one went bodily over to the modern- 
istic viewpoint. At times he was very funny at the ex- 
pense of the conservatives. He would not accept ‘proof 
texts’ as they were quoted from the floor, but kept quot- 
ing texts himself about ‘do’; and that those who did the 
thing they thought Christ stood for were Christians, even 
though they called themselves Unitarians, was one of the 
points he made. 


“First, he denied all inspiration as we hold it. The 
Gospels are full of error, he said, containing hundreds 
of contradictions, but still they were inspired of God. 
Second, under the second point, it was the ‘do’ of works, 
though he tried to keep faith there, and anybody even 
trying to ‘do’ (as he told it) was a Christian. Third, he 
denied flatly the bodily resurrection of Christ, was slightly 
satirical as he questioned how much the resurrection 
body weighed, and said it did not matter anyway. Fourth, 
his law of sacrifice implied that our sacrifice was neces- 
sary to salvation, and that all sacrifice was Christian. 
Fifth, the last point was that ‘Love’ was the real test. 
‘Love your enemies’ was quoted many times. ‘Holding 
the truth in love’ was frequently given, but in it all there 
was lacking the note of faith by which some of us were 
saved. ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.’ We listened 
for it, but it was not there. 

“In the questions Dr. Blank denied Genesis, special 
creation, the ‘story’ of Adam and Eve, the inerrancy of 
any of the Scriptures, and the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord. He did not commit himself on the virgin birth, 
but did say it was not necessary to believe in it for sal- 
vation. He said he believed in Christ, and would die for 
him. He deplored that he must bring such a message 
to us, knowing it might hurt some seriously. 

“Some of us are crying to God on behalf of these stu- 
dents who cannot answer Dr. Blank’s arguments and for 
some whom we have led to Christ in the past year, for 
he was smooth in all he said, and we fear for the babes 
in Christ. I should have said that Dr. Blank’s subject 
for last evening’s address was “The Challenge of Honest 
Doubts.’ 


“There was a very encouraging thing in this meeting, 
A number of conservative laymen, all young, spoke up 
in defense of the faith . . .” 

These frank, unexpected reports must arouse all Chris- 
tians to a sense of the fearful unbelief to which the stu- 
dents of our day are exposed. Those Christian men who 
are contributing to the colleges will need to inquire 
whether their gifts mean ruin or salvation of their sons 
and daughters. The boards of education of the various 
denominations are under weighty obligation as to whether 
they are instruments of welfare or destruction to the ris- 
ing generation. It is time to heed the Pittsburgh reso- 
lution: 

“We call upon all who hold to the faith of the Fathers 
to unite to resist this ancient enemy of the faith, that 
now appears with a new name and guise. For ourselves, 
we covenant and declare that we will combat the enemy 
with all our power in every place with unalterable reso- 
lution, at all cost, until the end. ‘For we are not ashamed 
of the testimony of our Lord.’” 


Times haven’t changed very much, have they? 
Nor is Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship in some 
favored position as far as God is concerned, a posi- 
tion that guarantees doctrinal purity. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of maintaining faithfulness to the 
Word of God. But it is only part of the price. The 
other essential part is submission to that Word in 
personal living and organizational practice. 

Recognizing the absolute necessity of adhering to 
Biblical doctrine in any work of God, the staff of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship recently 
reafirmed its conviction in the following statement. 
These are things which we most surely believe. 

This “Affirmation of Christian Conviction” was 
adopted by the staff of 1vcr gathered in national 
conference at Bear Trap Ranch, Colorado: 

“We receive the Bible in its entirety, and the 
Bible alone, as the Word of God written, inspired of 
God, and therefore the inerrant rule of faith and 
practice. 

“We accept the formulations of Biblical doctrine 
represented by the large areas of agreement in such 
historic declarations as the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds, the Augsburg, Westminster and New Hamp- 
shire Confessions, and the Thirty-Nine Articles of 
Religion. 

“We desire to safeguard individual Christian 
liberty to differ in areas of doctrine not common to 
these formulations, provided that any interpretation 
is sincerely believed to arise from and is based upon 


the Bible. 
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“In view of contemporary theological discussion, 
we explicitly affirm our belief in the following spe- 
cific Biblical doctrines, even though they are stated 
in the historic confessional formulations: 

(1) The one true God, existing eternally in unity 
and in the tri-personality of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

(2) The unique nature of man as a moral and 
rational being created in the image of God, and the 
historic fall of man into sin, bringing all men under 
divine condemnation. 

(3) The full deity and true humanity of Jesus 
Christ, His personal pre-existence, virgin birth and 
sinlessness. 

(4) The historic death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for our sins, a voluntary, substitutionary sacrifice, 
and His bodily resurrection. 

(5) The justification of sinners by the Lord Jesus 
Christ through faith alone. 

(6) The deity and personality of the Holy Spirit, 
the effective agent both in regeneration and in that 
holy living which is the necessary evidence of true 
faith. 

(7) The fellowship of Christians in the Church, 
which embraces Biblical doctrine, worships the true 
God, obeys the Lord’s commands to baptize and to 
remember Him at the table, exercises discipline, 
adorns its profession by holiness and love of fellow 
believers, and proclaims the Christian gospel to the 
world. 


(8) The visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in glory. 

(9) The resurrection of the redeemed to enjoy- 
ment of God forever in His presence, and the resur- 


rection of the unredeemed to judgment and everlast- 
ing punishment.” 


We ask all our readers, and all friends of 1vcF, 
to pray that God may keep us true to Him in doc- 
trine and work and life. END 











A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
(Continued from page 28) 


the old basic, fundamental principles of the Chris- 
tian religion are absolutely right and sound. 

The Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, the Holy 
Spirit: I believe in them all. I believe in the Cross. 
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I have believed in the Cross all my life and have 
preached that salvation is at the foot of the Cross 
and no place else. I know you can’t be saved any 
other way than by the name of Jesus who died on 
the Cross for our sins. 

Over the years what I have tried to do in my sim- 
ple way is to preach the gospel, the old, Christ-cen- 
tered, Church-centered, Holy Spirit-centered, gospel. 
Perhaps I’ve used a new kind of terminology, but I 
believe you’ve got to reach people on the knowledge- 
level that they understand, and I think the average 
American public is not educated in the terminology 
of the Church as we knew it years ago. 

I once got to know a fellow named Charlie who 
had all kinds of problems. Every time we'd get 
together and I’d try to make suggestions to help him, 
he would reply, “I’ve half a mind to do that.” 

Finally it came to me to say, “Charlie, you know 
the trouble with you? You're a half-a-minder. 
You’re always telling me you have half a mind to do 
something. You'd like to be a good man. You'd like 
to be a saved man. You’d like to be strong in your 
morals and in your faith, and you'd like to be effec- 
tive in your business. But you'll never in the world 
do it unless you go all out.” 

He asked, “How in the world can you get 
changed?” 

Well, I'd been doing my best to change this fellow, 
and I was baffled. But just then someone began to 
play a hymn on a nearby carillon, and the sound 
floated in at the window. I got up and walked over 
to look out, and across the way was a church with 
an illuminated cross on its steeple. 

I said, “Come over here, old man. Did you ever 
hear about the Cross when you were a boy and went 
to church? Haven’t you heard that Jesus Christ 
hung on the Cross for the remission of sins, and 
that you can be saved by faith in the Savior who 
died for you?” 

The strangest look came over Charlie’s face, and 
he got down on his knees and surrendered his life 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He was transformed before my eyes. I had 
applied my theological knowledge and insight to him 
for two years, and I won’t write that off completely 
because at least the idea of “half a mind to” has 
some psychological power. But at any rate it wasn’t 
psychology that saved Charlie. It was the Lord 
Jesus Christ. END 


Reprinted by permission from Faitn At Work, 8 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 





I. A FATHER finds that, from a certain time 
onward, his daughter is more faithful in writing 
home, that she starts her letters “Dearest Dad,” and 
that there is a warmth about them not present before 
—he will be not merely curious, but quite eager to 
know what has happened. 

When a mother observes that her son comes back 
from college with much more interesting reports 
about his activities than she usually receives, that 
he is more willing to lighten her household tasks, 
takes less for granted, gives more warning of visi- 
tors, is more ready to give her the confidences she 
deserves, seems more interested in family affairs, 
is more willing to admit his own faults and less 
quick to blame others when differences arise—she 
will be eager for an explanation. 

Perhaps it’s just that he is growing up. Being 
away from home more, he is learning to appreciate 
it. Or is it the effects of higher education? Or 
maybe he’s made some nice friends and it’s started 
to rub off. 

If, moreover, the son or daughter is subtle enough 
to give no hint of what lies behind the change, the 
explanation will have exceptional force when at last 
it leaks out. Perhaps a remark by the mother about 
a Bible on his night stand leads to the disclosure: 
through the influence of a group at college called 
Inter-Varsity, the son (or daughter) has become a 
Christian. 

“But your father and I have always brought you 
up as a Christian.” 

“I’m certainly thankful for all you and Dad have 
done for me, more thankful than I’ve ever been 
before. I never realized when you sent me to college 
... and that’s how I became a Christian.” 

“Commending ourselves to every man’s con- 
science,” says St. Paul. The young Christian must 
first commend himself at home if he hopes to have 
any effect in commending his Savior. We must not 
expect parents to take preaching from their chil- 
dren, unless it is in answer to their own questions, 
and even then it must be accompanied by unusual 
deference and humility. Better, moreover, to prac- 
tice and preach than to preach and practice. In the 
sight of God we are justified only by faith, but we 
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are justified only by works in the sight of brothers, 
sisters and parents. 

What applies to a new convert applies in principle 
to any Christian. The majority of members in an 
IvcF group, for example, find that they have come 
into a more vigorous and exhilarating Christian fel- 
lowship than they were used to in their local church. 
(It doesn’t take much thought to figure out some 
natural reasons for this.) 

Now, to whom much is given, of him shall much 
be required. The Christian teaching, encourage- 
ment and fellowship you enjoy during the school 
year should bear fruit during vacation periods at 
home, above all in the quality of your Christian life. 

Is there friction in your home? God can proba- 
bly use you to help heal it. If your parents object 
to your going to so many functions during vacations, 
tell them that the final decision lies with them. Then 
quietly express appreciation of your home, explain 
just why you are so anxious to go elsewhere, and 
ask them to think it over again. Never take the 
attitude, “I’m going anyway,” or “I'll make you 
wish you’d let me have my way.” You can’t enjoy 
the benefit of an 1vcF conference at the cost of 
planting bitterness in your parents’ hearts. 

Do they want you to go somewhere that you feel 
is inconsistent with Scriptural principles? Give 
them frankly the best reasons you know against 
your going; tell them just how you have come to 
adopt your present attitude. If in spite of this they 
are annoyed, it might conceivably commend the 
Lord more to go for their sake than to refuse. But 
if you do, don’t sulk about it, but look to the Lord 
to watch over your heart and mind, and give you 
an opportunity to show that you know Him. 

Is an older person living in your home? Why 
not offer to read a good book to him? Do certain 
subjects always lead to argument? To mention the 
good points in your opponents’ views might increase 
your influence enormously and set in motion a series 
of changed attitudes. 

The only hope of living such a life at home (or 
anywhere else) is to live in fellowship with Christ. 
Almost certainly times will come when such fellow- 
ship is spoiled by friction with other members of 


the family through misunderstandings, thoughitless- 
ness, hasty words, wrong attitudes. There are very 
few, even among Christians, who can live intimately 
under the same roof without such problems. Nor 
are such things terribly serious in themselves. What 
matters is that we keep short accounts with one 
another, humbly admitting our faults, making life 
as easy as possible for others and not being too sen- 
sitive about their treatment of us. Every day at 
home, we may well pray that our rough corners may 
be made smooth. 

It’s important, wherever possible, to have a room 
of your own for private reading, writing and prayer. 
Although your parents may not understand what is 
meant by “quiet time” they should appreciate your 
need for private study. Vacations aren’t just holi- 
days. (Incidentally, solid Bible study on my own, 
at a table in my bedroom at home, did me more 
good in my student days than any amount of attend- 
ance at the most wonderful student meetings. ) 

Students whose parents are church members must 
be especially careful of their attitude. When I was 
a student, our home church had spiritual life, but of 
so much lower quality than our 1vcF group that my 
critical faculty worked full time on it. The purpose 
of such a faculty is to enable us to perceive truth, 
avoid compromise, pray intelligently. But I often 
misused the gift and developed as a result an aloof- 
ness and snobbery of spirit. 

The churches in St. Paul’s day were sometimes 
worldly, disunited and prone to error. Yet no one 
who has studied his letters to those churches can 
doubt what his advice to students would be. 

“Remember,” he would say, “it is not that you 
are in yourself any better than they are, but that 
God has given you special privileges and opportu- 
nities at the university in order that you may enrich 
others in some measure during your vacations at 
home. Seek humbly to commend yourself to every- 
one in your church, treating all in a manner appro- 
priate to their age and station. By love serve them, 
at the same time retaining your enthusiasm and the 
sound doctrine which you have been taught, and 
taking care lest you also err.” END 

Reprinted by permission from (British) INTER-VaARSITY. 


The Christian Student and His Home 





what to tell 
your friend 


James W. Reapsome 


ates BEEN WITNESSING to a non-Christian 
friend. What kind of decision are you looking for? 
What have you told him, what does he understand 
to be his required response to the gospel? 

“Well,” you say, “he needs to put his faith in 
Jesus Christ.” 

Fine. You know what this means. I know what 
it means. But does your friend? 

“Well...” 

If this is where you get tripped up, read on as 
I attempt to define two factors or elements involved 
when someone puts his faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation. 

First, there’s what we may call the objective fac- 
tor. The one in whom we place our faith is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Not a set of facts about a person, not 
the Bible, or the Church, but a Living Person. 

Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. He also is 
Teacher, Judge and Shepherd. But He is one Per- 
son. It’s not necessary to emphasize one aspect of 
His Person over another. 

Jesus Christ came to redeem man from sin. He 
also came to live in us; to direct and control our 
lives, and to be the object of our worship, love, obe- 
dience and service. We must present a full-orbed 
picture of who He is and what He came to do. 

This doesn’t mean your friend must have a 
complete understanding of Christology to become a 
Christian. But he must clearly understand why 
Jesus came to this earth, died and rose again. 

All of us have sinned. Sin means death because 
of God’s holiness and justice. Yet God loved men 
and provided a way of salvation from the just 
consequences of sin. God sent His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to die for sinful men. This shows 
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| God’s love and righteousness. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to do something 
about personal sin. This is the issue every person 
must face. Will he accept or reject Jesus Christ as 
God’s provision for forgiveness and eternal life? He 
is the provision for the debt of sin in which every 
person finds himself by nature and practice. 

Jesus Christ, as the true object of faith, also came 
‘to do something about man’s personal quality of 
life. He came to do something about the disease of 
sin, to cure it and replace it with spiritual health 
and growth. 

Jesus Christ wants to be man’s purpose and objec- 
tive in life. He wants all to be conformed to His 
character, to be the kind of person He was. He 
wants us all to walk in His steps, to be obedient to 
His way, to take His yoke, to be His disciple, to 
renounce a self-centered way of life for a way of 
life that’s pictured as “abundant joy” and “rivers 
of living water.” He wants us to demonstrate good 
works, to live a holy life, to “show forth the virtues 
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). 

Tell your friend that Jesus Christ came to give 
‘him the power to do these things. Tell him that 


Jesus Christ is the motive for all Christian living. 
He is Lord of all and wants to be Lord of every per- 


son’s life. This is His right because of His deity 
_and because of His redemption, which means we are 
‘not our own but belong to Him. 

This is the picture of Jesus Christ that you must 
'present: a Savior and a Lord, one who cares, who 
‘loves, who gave Himself, who was tempted and 

tested as we are, who suffered for us, who under- 
| stands, who intercedes for us, who cleanses from sin, 
who wants our trust, obedience and love. 

Second, there’s the subjective factor, the human 
'Tesponse to the divine revelation. Jesus declared, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life [the objective 
‘factor in faith]; no man cometh [the subjective ele- 
ment] unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 

It will help you in your witness if you understand 
something of this response, the coming to God by 
| Jesus Christ, the faith that is essential to salvation. 
It begins with the conviction of the mind based 
' on adequate evidence. Certain facts of the gospel 
| must be presented. There must be objective evi- 
_dence. It may not seem reasonable or logical at 
‘once, but there must be something for the mind to 
grasp. Faith cannot be exercised in a vacuum. The 
| mind believes certain facts about God, about man 
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and sin, and about Jesus Christ. This belief alone 
is not sufficient. This is not an adequate response. 
This is only a beginning, although a necessary one. 

It continues in the confidence of the heart or emo- 
tions, based on the conviction. Emotion plays a part. 
There must be a pull on your friend’s heart that will 
make him want to entrust himself to Jesus Christ. 
This grows out of confidence in what He has done 
and out of the conviction that His claims about Him- 
self are true and that His promises are true. 

For some, there’s more emotion involved than for 
others, at least outwardly. But an emotional 
response alone is insufficient. Sometimes this is all 
that happens. And yet our hearts must be warmed 
by Jesus Christ; we must respond in love. 

Your friend’s faith, if it’s to be valid, must be 
crowned by the consent of his will, by which his 
conviction and confidence will be expressed in 
conduct. He must make a definite act of the will, a 
decision to do something in response to what God 
has done for him. He must say yes to Jesus Christ. 
He must entrust himself to Him. 

Perhaps this won’t happen in one climactic act. 
Perhaps it will happen gradually. But there must 
be a yielding, a definite act of committal to a Per- 
son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The result? Conduct of a certain quality, obedi- 
ence, discipleship, consecration. Again, perhaps 
suddenly all at one time, or perhaps gradually. But 
the important thing is that there’s been the implant- 
ing of a new life. “You in me and I in you,” says 
Jesus (John 15:5). 

While this may seem to be something like a 
“chemical” analysis of faith, you must remember 
that these may or may not be “steps” in a person’s 
spiritual awareness and response to Jesus Christ. 
But they are all present to one degree or another, 
and they involve a moral decision. 

Perhaps the case of Zaccheus (Luke 19) will be 
helpful to you. There was the conviction of the 
mind: he had to believe certain things about Jesus. 
He had certain information on which to act. There 
was the confidence of his heart, shown by his joy- 
fulness. And there was the consent of his will as he 
“came down, and received him” (vv. 5, 6). He had 
to take definite action. 

The result? A new kind of life for Zaccheus 
(v. 8). 

Now, what about your friend? An analysis of 
“saving” faith isn’t for intellectual dabbling among 
Christians. These are life and death issues. END 
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In North-Central 


Borneo 


a fond of murder, drunk 100 days 
out of every 365 (according to government report), 
steeped in all the immorality which is associated 
with five-day drinking feasts, this Borneo tribe of 
the north-central hills had much need to hear the 
message of Christianity. 

Head-hunting was controlled, but farms were be- 
ing neglected more and more, with a consequent 
lack of food, leading to malnutrition. This meant a 
fertile field for the diseases of the jungle which 
threatened to wipe them out. What a state they 
lived in, their windowless, crowded houses standing 
on stilts above the foul-smelling mud in which the 
pigs wallowed. Dozens of hunting dogs, usually 
cleaner than their owners, shared the houses with 
the families. 

This is a true statement of the position immedi- 
ately prior to 1933, but it is not the whole truth. 


by W. Lees 


Any visitor would be welcomed for as long as he 
liked to stay, and this would be at least a night in 
this sparsely populated country; and should the 
guest leave anything in one of their houses, he could 
certainly collect it months or even years later. They 
do not steal. The man who steals is a social disgrace 
of the highest order. You see their society is such 
that stealing cannot be permitted. They live in com- 
munal houses of light construction that do not per- 
mit of security and it would be impossible if every- 
one stole. 

In a single room you may have four generations 
—more often three, for although they marry early 
their expectation of life is not long. They neverthe- 
less live happily together. A harmony that could 
hardly even be achieved, let alone maintained, in 
this country is their norm. You seldom hear anyone 
raise his voice. That is considered lack of self-con- 
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trol. It is the sort of thing you expect from a child, 
not an adult. As for the exhibition of loss of temper 
not infrequently seen in our society — well, it is 
almost unheard of among these people. There is 
equal provocation, but social pressure is enormous, 
so one’s pride could not permit it. 

The situation then, among Borneo tribes, is thus 
identical in principle to the situation in Western 
countries, though obviously different in outworking. 
The sin that comes most noticeably to the surface 
is that which the society either welcomes or toler- 
ates. Whatever the community will not tolerate is 
largely suppressed. In the final analysis the basic 
and great sin of both tribal Borneo and New York 
City is the same: utter failure to put God first in 
business, home and personal life. 

Interesting changes can be observed in Borneo 
in recent years and are in progress at present. The 
first is the arrival of Christianity and the second is 
the changing pattern of sin. 

The Murut tribe is the one described above. Those 
of the tribe living in Sarawak, the territory made 
famous by Rajah Brooke, number about 3,000. 
After initial missionary contacts over a period of 
six months in 1933, the tribe had to be left, as the 
government felt that the missionaries should give 
their time to less degraded tribes nearby. They were 
left for five years. 

During that time an American missionary on the 
Dutch (now Indonesian) side of the island, had 
contact with some Muruts. A number turned their 
backs on sin in its various forms, and particularly 
sin as rebellion against the first commandment, and 
came to Christ to be cleansed by His blood. They 
learned what it was to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
“Ye are not your own ... ye are bought with a 
price.” All you have and are is God’s. As they 
heard how Christ had not only died for them but 
risen and sent His Holy Spirit to live in them, they 
were ready and glad to hear the standards of dis- 
cipleship: “Deny yourself and take up your cross 
and follow me.” The doctrine of regeneration was 
not a difficulty but a reasonable explanation. 

The missionary encouraged them to tell others. 
The new disciples naturally talked to their friends 
and relatives in nearby villages. Some traveled fur- 
ther afield. If a group was going on a preaching 
trip of two weeks, a month, or two or three months, 
then those remaining would tithe their time and 
every tenth day work on the farms of those who 
had gone preaching. During one of these trips a 
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man was poisoned, but this did not stop his friend 
from continuing to preach. 

To cut a long story short, this led to the conver- 
sion of the whole tribe in Sarawak in the absence 
of any missionary. A rumor leaked out and the gov- 
ernment permitted a member of the Borneo Evan- 
gelical mission to re-enter at the same time as an 
administrative officer, to investigate. He was con- 
stantly greeted by the question, day after day, vil- 
lage after village, “What does God want us to do 
when someone is born, or marries, or dies, or when 
we plant or harvest rice?” etc. They realized clearly 
that if a man comes to God it is on an all or nothing 
basis and his whole life is affected. 

Now one in seventeen of the total adult population 
of the tribe in Sarawak is in training for full-time 
service. They have sent their own missionaries to 
six other tribes. All this has happened since 1938 
when the missionaries were allowed to go in and 
teach them, with the war years excised from the 
point of view of teaching, due to the internment of 
all missionaries. A Bible school was begun in 1947 
with many of the students almost illiterate. Ten 
years later, the staff had grown to six, four of whom 
were Muruts. God is clearly establishing His Church 
among these inland tribes. 

When God moves, Satan always countermoves, 
and it is his countermoves which account for the 
changing pattern of sin. We'll outline a current sit- 
uation among another tribe, the Dusans, as it high- 
lights what the enemy is doing among the tribes 
today. 

In one area 1,000 of the tribe are under a native 
chief called Akui. An able and powerful man, who 
is also the leading man in dealings with the spirits, 
he holds the people under his grip. God, however, 
has established a bridgehead in this area. A man, 
Gumat, and a number of his friends, have been born 
again. They are living lives geared to God. Akui 
and his master, Satan, do not like it. Akui has ap- 
plied his “magic” powers—call it what you will— 
to kill Gumat. He has expressed publicly that he is 
surprised that Gumat is still alive. Others are sur- 
prised too, as they are accustomed to this man’s 
killing people by his association with the spirit 
powers, 

The position today is this. Akui has stated that 
he will use all the powers of which he has knowledge 
to kill Gumat. If he fails in the next twelve months, 
then he and all his people will become Christians. 

If past experience is anything to go by, the 





change will be dramatic. Fear of the spirits, which 
has been so real and dominating for generations, 
will be removed. Most probably this will encourage 
some of the people to turn to drunkenness. They will 
adopt certain Christian forms, such as Sunday ob- 
servance and prayer. In other words the devil will 
exert great effort to make nominal Christians of 
them. 

We have seen similar efforts among other tribes 
and indeed in some measure among the Muruts. 
The enemy obviously prefers anything that will re- 
duce the risk of repentance and turning from the 
sin of failing to put God first. Anything to keep 
them from Jesus Christ. A form of Christianity, 
yes, but no Christ. Nominal Christianity becomes 
the socially right and accepted line. 

It is a master move. It produces a false peace, 
a sense that all is well before God when it is just 
as bad as it was before the change. It permits infil- 
tration into the local church of those who “have a 
form of godliness but deny the power thereof.” How 
damaging to the cause of Christ to have a shib- 
boleth of Christianity and no life, no power, no 
Christ, and of course no real Christ-likeness in so- 
called Christians. 

Thus the enemy uses the same countermove in 
Borneo to discredit Jesus Christ as he does in our 
country. As we reflect on these maneuvers let us 
“stir up the gift within us,” lest by compromise we 
are trapped into supporting the enemy. END 
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EDITORIAL 

(Continued from inside back cover) 
for the spiritual spontaneity of the Book of Acts. 
It is the Holy Spirit’s prerogative to “blow where 
he pleases,” and if he does not always go through 
organizational channels, there may be a reason 
for it. 

Church history offers many instances of the truth 
that when organized churches are remiss in meeting 
the spiritual needs around them, God raises up in- 
dependent groups to perform the task. Eventually, 
the independent movements either become denomi- 
nations, or die out as the churches wake up to their 
responsibilities, or the movements enter the organ- 
ized life of the churches. One could mention the 
Salvation Army, the ymca, the Student Volunteer 
Movement, the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 


Christian Endeavor, and many foreign missionary 
enterprises. 

The objections voiced by the pastors of New 
Canaan seem to center on Young Life’s not being 
organizationally connected to some denomination or 
council of churches. Their other charges are vague, 
Certainly, outright condemnation of a group calls 
for a more explicit bill of particulars. 

To be fair, let it be said that groups such as 
Young Life should take great care not to create dis- 
respect for the Church of Jesus Christ or to com- 
pete with existing church programs. (It does not 
appear, however, that there was any existing Chris. 
tian club sponsored by the local churches in the 
New Canaan high school.) Also, independent groups 
should avoid the attitude of critical carping at the 
churches, an attitude too often found in such move- 
ments. 

If the New Canaan pastors felt that Young Life 
constituted a threat to the wholesome religious de- 
velopment of the children of their churches, a pas- 
toral letter or pulpit explanation of their positions, 
rather than a public memorandum to parents, would 
have been more gracious. Or they might have pro- 
vided a substitute that was more acceptable. 

Christians must be willing to say about many 
groups which have tenets or methods which may be 
inadequate or unsatisfactory, “Here also is the 
Church.” Recognition of the Body of Christ need 
not silence criticism, but it will mark limits to the 
criticism and identify it as criticism “within the 
family.” And even the criticism should not, if pos- 
sible, destroy the bond of Christian fellowship. 

That five ministers could issue one joint memo- 
randum reveals their regard for ecumenicity. But 
they were not ecumenical enough. For while the 
ecumenical movement necessarily involves the or- 
ganized churches of the world, it is not exhausted 
by them. It also includes every expression of Chris- 
tian faith and life which can be legitimately recog- 
nized as exalting Jesus Christ. 

Certain vital Christian groups will always insist 
on being independent. This makes things organi- 
zationally messy. But the Church ought not to for- 
get Jesus’ rebuke to James and John who called to 
task certain “independents” who cast out demons 
in the name of the Master but who didn’t belong to 
the organized group: “He who is not against us is 
on our side.” And aged John remarked. “Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God.” END 
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(During recent months, Young Life Campaign has come 
under attack in various parts of the country, usually from 
local ministerial groups. Young Life is a national organi- 
zation, directed by a responsible board (chairman: C. Davis 
Weyerhaeuser), which seeks to bring high school students 
to personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Although Young 
Life is not denominationally related, most of its board, 
staff and high school constituency are members of denomi- 
national churches. 

The following guest editorial is reprinted by kind per- 
mission of the Cuurcn Heratp, organ of the Reformed 
Church in America, of which Dr. Louis Benes is editor. 
Rev. Harold N. Englund, pastor of Midland (Mich.) Re- 
formed Church, a graduate of U. of California and Western 
Theological Seminary, is the author.—Ed.] 


Ministers of five congregations in New Canaan, 
Conn., have issued a warning “memorandum” to 
parents against a youth movement that is seeking 
to recruit local high school students. 

The memo is directed against the activities of 
Young Life, a national organization for young peo- 
ple founded in 1940 in Dallas, Texas, by the Rev. 
James C. Rayburn, a Presbyterian minister . . . 

There is a growing tendency on the part of or- 
ganized religion to call ugly all flowers it has not 
planted in its own neat rows. There seems little taste 
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e Evangelism must be done through personal 
contacts and prayer, the 1vcF chapter at Kansas 
State University (Manhattan) has found. This has 
been combined with intensive group efforts, such 
as two weeks of discussions in houses on campus 
through which several have come to know Christ 
this year. Weekly chapter meetings are held in the 
Student Union on Thursday nights. Once a month 
speakers have been invited; other meetings have 
included panels, discussions, Bible studies. Program 
emphasis the second semester is on evangelism, mis- 
sions and Bible studies. Prayer meetings are held 
every morning before classes. There are four Bible 
study groups in houses. As a result of the evan- 
gelistic discussions, other house study groups are in 
prospect. The chapter entertained international stu- 
dents and was able to take two carloads to Bear 
Trap Ranch for holiday conferences. One became 
a Christian there. Social functions are held regu- 
larly; one was in the gymnasium and included vol- 
leyball and shuffleboard. Faculty Advisor Dr. Her- 
bert C. Moser has placed subscriptions to His in ten 
sororities and fraternities. 
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® U. OF NORTH DAKOTA: Two students trusted 
in Christ during an evangelistic mission; many 
others began to seek the Lord and have joined Bible 
study groups. Evangelistic discussions were held in 
12 fraternities and sororities, seven dormitories. 


e MIDWEST MISSIONARY CONFERENCE: More than 
500 students from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio 
attended a week-end missionary conference at Winona 
Lake. Main speakers were Dr. Kenneth Pike (U. of 
Michigan, Wycliffe Bible Translators) and Dr. Francis 
Steele (North Africa Mission). Panelists included Virgil 
Newbrander (Far Eastern Gospel Crusade), Paul Hansel- 
man (Evangelical Free Church). 


® QUEENS’s U. (Ontario) : Archdeacon Desmond 
Hunt spoke on his recent mission to Jamaica at an 
international supper attended by 100, half of them 
from overseas. 

e U. OF CINCINNATI: An evangelism workshop over 
a five-week period preceded showing of the film, ‘‘Souls 
in Conflict,” as a special chapter evangelistic effort... 
Bible studies are held three days a week, prayer meet- 
ings twice a week, evangelistic meetings on Thursday 
nights. 

® KUTZTOWN STATE (Pa.): The Rev. Clarence 
H. Didden spoke at the annual Bible study group 
banquet. 

e U. OF PENNSYLVANIA: General Secretary C. Stacey 
Woods was conference speaker for the Penn Christian 
Fellowship's week-end gathering at Hudson House. 

@ MISSIONARY SECRETARY Eric S. Fife spoke at 
conferences at Dallas Theological Seminary, Grace 
Theological Seminary and Taylor University. 


—James W. REAPSOME 








